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Genealogical Historiographies and National Consciousness
in Medieval Brabant

by

AOTANI Hideki

Many historiographies based on the ‘genealogy’ of the duke’s family of Brabant
were produced from the later Middle Ages to the early modern age. However,
few historians could explain why this tradition was made during the later 13th
century. I try to find by text analysis, a concrete and close connection between
the civil war for the succession of the duchy at that time and the appearance of
some genealogical historiographies. And then, how the development of these
historiographies was deeply connected with feelings of national consciousness
which appeared in later 13th century Brabant will be revealed. Historiographies
were a keystone of the belief that people had a common lineage and history and
were essential to building national consciousness in pre-industrial age Brabant.
And finally, we will confirm a facet of the development of historiographies in the
region of Belgium up to the pre-industrial age from this analysis.

Transfer of the Jurisdiction of Mt. Athos: Patriarch and Emperor

in Late Byzantium
by

HASHIKAWA Hiroyuki

Mt. Athos, located in the northernmost projection of the Chalkidike peninsula in
northeast Greece, has been the most important center of Eastern Orthodox
monasticism and has been called the Holy Mountain since the tenth century. In
the tenth and eleventh centuries Athos attracted considerable imperial attention
and was put directly under the jurisdiction of the emperor as a privilege. In
November 1312, however, the emperor Andronikos II dissolved the privilege,
which had set Athos free from episcopal control, and decreed that the monasteries
of Athos should come under the direct authority of the patriarch of
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Constantionople. '

This transfer of the jurisdiction of Athos from the emperor to the patriarch has
been considered by scholars like G. Ostrogorsky and D. M. Nicol as the epochal
event reflecting the rise of influence of Byzantine monasticism upon the emperor.
Their explanation, though, lacks concrete analysis which is necessary to
adequately grasp the political context in late Byzantium.

After examining the change of political phase of Athos after the stormy debate
concerning the Church Union of Lyons (1274), the process by which Athos was
set under the church, and the significance of the transfer in the church policies of
both the patriarch and emperor, the paper concludes that the transfer was realized
as a connecting point between the policies of patriarch Athanasios, who tried to
strengthen the weakened authority of the patriarch and reform various abuses in
the church, and that of emperor Andronikos, who tried to save a difficult situation
in the church by employing the proper patriarchs as his political instruments.

The New Four-Power Consortium and Japan’s International Finanaciers :

The Logic of International Cooperation and Its Limitations
by

SAKAI Kazuomi

In 1920, when the new Four-Power Consortium was formed by Britain, the
United States, France and Japan, it was only after enumerating its special
interests in Manchuria that the Japanese government decided to participate. In
this essay I examine the role of Japan’s international financiers in the Consortium
and point out the logic behind their partnership and its limitations.

International financiers, particularly those of the Yokohama Specie Bank,
criticized their govenment for not relinquishing its special interests and made great
efforts towards establishing cooperation with the other powers. At the same
time, their aim was to stabilize the international economy which would in turn
ensure profits for their businesses.

Their diplomacy took as its frame of reference the “civilization standard”, those
socio-cultural values they shared with their Western counterparts. While
providing the common ground for the Consortium this elitist universalism was
indifferent to, if not incompatible with, popular nationalism. Not surprisingly the
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