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Demon-faced Ridge-end Tiles of the Nara Period
by
IWATO Akiko

In the Nara period, two groups of Demon-faced ridge-end tiles usually called
oni-gawara 5. J0, Heijokynw SEYE Palace style and Nantositidaiji T #-t K 3
seven great temples style, were used in and around the capital. They were the
first ridge-end tiles mass produced by molding.

Until now, the design has been a popular subject in the study of ridge-end tiles.
But, the ridge-end tiles have been studied less than eave tiles, flat tiles, or round
tiles. Therefore, focusing upon the functional side of these tiles, which is roofing,
might provide a new and intriguing standpoint study.

Investigating varieties and changes of functional features will reveal the
developmental process in Nara period tile molding. Such functional features are
the shape, the formation of the hole gouged out at the base, and the ways of size
adjustment for the various kinds or sizes of ridges. The expansion of
constructors’ organizations can be one reason for its development. It is also
presumable that the artisans engaged in manufacturing the ridge-eng tiles of
Heijokyu Palace and the artisans engaded in manufacturing the ride-end tiles of
Nantositidaiji temples somehow interacted, exchanging information about the
latest techniques.

The Accession of Vespasian and the East

by

KuwayamMA Tadafumi

The uniqueness of Vespasian is seen in the fact that he was the only emperor
rising from the East in the first and second centuries. From this point of view,
this paper examines the organization of the Flavian party in the East at the time of
his accession.
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It is important to note the relation between Vespasian and the senators in the
East, especially, C. Licinius Mucianus, the governor of Syria, and the legates of
legions in Syria and Judaea. Mucianus had just lost his powerful patron, the
Emperor Nero, at his death, and most of the legates, who were of relatively low
origin, did not have good prospects of political advancement. Thus, their
interests coincided: they chose as their representative Vespasian, who was also of
low origin and had the traditional Roman attitude. Here, his low origin operated
in his favor to gain their support. His accession was also aided by the fact that
the murder of the Emperor Galba undermined the authority of an emperor and the
value of high lineage.

The other important elements of the rise of the Flavian party lay in the regional
characteristic of the East. First, legionaries had keen awareness of being the
“Eastern” army in 69 AD: some legions had been stationed there for long time
since the Augustan period; and their contact with provincials and their culture was
inevitable, if gradual. The practice of local recruitment was also essential in this
regard. Moreover, the legionaries’ participation in the Armenian War under
Domitius Corbulo, led them to strengthen their sense of solidarity. Vespasian
also unified the easternized army and the provincials by exploiting the oracles of
eastern deities, such as Serapis and Baal.

Secondly, Vespasian established close connections with powerful eastern
people, helped by Agrippa II and Berenice from the Judaean royal family. The
connections of these two included client kings and Ti. Iulius Alexander, the
prefect of Egypt, whose officer was Ti. [ulius Celsus Polemaeanus, the elite
from Sardis in Asia Minor. These connections become all the more significant,
considering that two cities Berytus and Alexandra played crucial roles in
Vespasian’s rebellion. Berytus, where many eastern supporters of the Flavian
cause gathered to plan their strategy, was deeply related to the Judean kings since
the reign of Herod the Great. Alexandria, the capital of Egypt, was where, for
the first time, they proclaimed Vespasian as Emperor and had general
headquarters for more than half a year. The financial and military power of these
places was equal to that of the legions in Syria and Judaea.

Vespasian’s re-organization of the East was the inception of the development of
the area. There was a possibility that the senators in Rome might have been
opposed to this eastern character, but since the person who directly organized the
Flavian party was his eldest son Titus, Vespasian could just proclaim that he was
the traditional Roman and had the mos maiorum. This lessened the opposition
from the senators in Rome and stabilized his new dynasty.
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