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The System and the Position of Nassenkata #1$%77 as one of
‘Goryosyo BIE}FT * on Muromachi Bakufu Finances

by

TANAKA Junko

The Nassenkata #1885 of the Muromachi Bakufu designates the system where
the Bakufu or its component organizations collected business taxes Nassern i &%
(Nassen is the business tax on pawn brokers Doso T &, sake brewers Sakaya i
B and other financiers throughout the capital). However further investigation
reveals that Nassen designates either a tax on pawn brokers and sake brewers, or
these entities themselves.

In the beginning, the duty of collecting Nassen was entrusted to an existing
organization of Doso. It was called ‘Dosokata-Issyu 1275 —% and composed of
about twelve influential Doso. But after the decrease of Nassen income under the
influence of the Rural League Uprising in the Kakitsu period, Nassen was collected
directly by the staff of the Mandokoro BLFT in the Bakufu. Then, only some Doso
or Sakaya were permitted to collect Nassen for profit. [ want to call them
‘Nassensyn % 85 5%’ to distinguish them from from Dosokata-issyu. After that,
being a Nassensyu became a privileged position for Doso and Sakaya, and the
leaders of the Bakufu often changed Nassensyu to keep the Nassen income as high
as possible.

Monthly Nassen income was spent on daily necessities or annual events for the
Shogun family. The domains under the direct control of the Bakufu were called
Goryosyo il #F7. Their income also was mainly spent on food and clothing for
the Shogun family. Additionally Nassenkata was an indispensable source of
income for daily management of the Shogun family and the Mandokoro and so,
Nassenkata was also called ‘Goryosyo’. In the middle of the 15th century, the
‘Muromachi Bakufu-Military Governors’s System 25 I % fF —<F 2 44§’ began
changing its form. Extra taxes were laid on Doso and Sakaya and the importance
of Nassenkata rose, especially after the war in the Ohnin-Bunmei period.
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