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The Jiaji l#% System of Promotion under the Qing Dynasty :
The Durable Bureaucracy of Late Imperial China

by
ONO Koji

Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) records concerning bureaucratic appointments
frequently refer to the term sigji, which represented a means of honoring officials.
Significantly, during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) this term rarely appears.
Instead, it first became prominent during the Qianlong reign (1736-96). As it
became common, its original function as a means of praising officials withered, and
instead, it could be purchased by officials, who used it as a means to offset any
possible future demotions. This elaborate structure, devoted to preserving
official posts, represented one of the pillars that accounted for the durability of the
traditional Chinese bureaucracy.

The Use and Storage of the Imperial Seals (Rei-in $5EN) :
Reflections on the Nature of Sovereign Authority

by
KATO Asako

This study represents a reappraisal of both the nature of Imperial authority and
conventional wisdom regarding the possession of the official imperial seals of office
(Rei-in). This monograph analyzes how these seals were used and protected and
the implications this has for the nature of sovereignity in ancient Japan.

During the Nara era (710-84), the Ret-in was stored in the palace and only
lesser ministers of state (shonagon '8 E and shurei F#5) had the authority to
take out the seals and allow them to be used. Save for times when the capital
was being moved, these seals could not be removed from the palace.
Nevertheless, both emperors (fenno K 2) and retired emperors (dajo tenno K L )
K 2) could use these seals. The resulting bifurcation of imperial authority
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