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The Jiaji l#% System of Promotion under the Qing Dynasty :
The Durable Bureaucracy of Late Imperial China

by
ONO Koji

Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) records concerning bureaucratic appointments
frequently refer to the term sigji, which represented a means of honoring officials.
Significantly, during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) this term rarely appears.
Instead, it first became prominent during the Qianlong reign (1736-96). As it
became common, its original function as a means of praising officials withered, and
instead, it could be purchased by officials, who used it as a means to offset any
possible future demotions. This elaborate structure, devoted to preserving
official posts, represented one of the pillars that accounted for the durability of the
traditional Chinese bureaucracy.

The Use and Storage of the Imperial Seals (Rei-in $5EN) :
Reflections on the Nature of Sovereign Authority

by
KATO Asako

This study represents a reappraisal of both the nature of Imperial authority and
conventional wisdom regarding the possession of the official imperial seals of office
(Rei-in). This monograph analyzes how these seals were used and protected and
the implications this has for the nature of sovereignity in ancient Japan.

During the Nara era (710-84), the Ret-in was stored in the palace and only
lesser ministers of state (shonagon '8 E and shurei F#5) had the authority to
take out the seals and allow them to be used. Save for times when the capital
was being moved, these seals could not be removed from the palace.
Nevertheless, both emperors (fenno K 2) and retired emperors (dajo tenno K L )
K 2) could use these seals. The resulting bifurcation of imperial authority
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represented a continuing source of political tension. Nevertheless, after the
defeat of the retired emperor’s forces in the Kusuko % rebellion in 810, the
emperor came to monopolize use of these seals. Ultimately, however, with the
destruction of the ritsuryo order and the creation of a private imperial secretariat,
caused the Rei-in to lose its significance. The death of the fenno Shotoku FRTE,
in 770, and the absence of a designated heir to the throne, proved instrumental in
causing the Rei-in to decline in importance, as the ministers of state gained for
the first time the power to use the imperial seal, which meant that it could no
longer be exclusively used by emperors.

The Expansion of the Early Modern Venetian Patriciate
by

TonAl Tetsuya

In 1646, new families were aggregated to the Venetian patriciate, which had
been a closed entity for nearly three centuries. This article investigates how the
addition of these newcomers to the ruling class influenced the power base and
social mobility of early modern Venetian society.

Although many members of the patrician Great Council opposed this
aggregation, Venetian leaders, pleading an extraordinary need for revenue to
finance the war of Candia against the Turks, persuaded them to offer this status
and its ensuing privileges to each applicant who paid the princely sum of 100,000
ducats to the government. This expanding patriciate reflected the oligarchical
nature of Venetian politics, and the newcomers were given the lowest possible
place, and excluded from all influential council posts. These new families arose
from the following groups : the nobility of Terraferma, Venetian territory in the
Italian peninsula ; chancellery secretaries belonging to cittadini originari, citizens
by birth ; and merchants. Terraferma nobility and chancellery secreteries were
welcomed into the patriciate, but the old families reserved special opprobrium for
immigrant merchants who had amassed wealth through ’vulgar trades,’ just like
alchemy.

In spite of this distinction, chancellery secretaries and merchants arose from
similar social strata. Most chancellery secretaries came from merchant families.
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