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The Biddle Expedition and Tokugawa Defense Policies
by

UEMATSU Toshihiro

Commodore Biddle’s expedition, which culminated in his anchoring of a
squadron American warships in the vicinity of Uraga bay in 1846, nearly led to
war, and accordingly caused a political crisis, as the Tokugawa bakufu struggled
with the notion of how to defend Japan from foreign navies. This study intends to
reveal the parameters of debate concerning the defense of Japanese waters during
the years 1846-53, particularly regarding whether or not Japan was to purchase a
western-style warship. The bakufu official in charge of the defense of Uraga bay
(the Uraga bugyd Z=1T) advocated the purchase of a western-style warship, but
they were overruled by the both the bakufu official in charge of naval defense (the
kaibs kakari #5F5 ) and the four daimyd houses responsible for naval defenses
(the kaibo yonke #FF5 IUZ), who in fact advocated the construction of coastal
batteries. Accordingly, the Abe regime had no choice but to promote the creation
of these coastal batteries.

On the Medieval Czech Conception of “Community”:
An Analysis of the Dalimil Chronicle

by
Fuji Masao

Even though Czech historians have used the word “community” (£F4K obec)
to describe the structure of medieval Czech politics and society, they have not yet
explained precisely what this term means. Some have referred to an “aristocratic
community,” to justify how St. Vaclav, the patron saint of the Czech lands,
possessed greater power than the Czech kings; while others have used the notion
of “landed community,” or the notion of the Czech people banded together in

(122)



order to resist the “colonizing” Germans. This study aims to clarify the meaning
of the term “community” in its original contexts through analysis of the
fourteenth-century Dalimil Chronicle, and to show how this notion proves crucial
in allowing for an understanding of Czech society from the twelfth through the
fourteenth centuries. Furthermore, a comparison of this Czech concept of
community with the one exposited by S. Reynolds as a fundamental principle
underpinning medieval European society reveals the uniqueness of this Czech
concept of “community”.
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