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The Unification of South Africa and the Invention of “Reconciliation”
by

HORIUCHI Takayuki

In the aftermath of the Second South African War of 1899-1902, the British
colonies of Cape, Natal, Transvaal and Orange created the Union of South Africa
in 1910. This act of union served as a means of cultural integration among white
South Africans, which also led to the invention of the notion of reconciliation, the
nation state, the whiteness and the political culture of colonists.

Of the four colonies, historical researches, both liberal and neo-Marxian, have
centered on Transvaal, where the notion of unification originated. Nevertheless,
in Transvaal, the post-war Anglicization policy of the British Empire enhanced
Afrikaner nationalism, and made the notion of reconciliation impossible there, as
well as in the jingoistic Natal province, and the Orange province, an origin of
Afrikaner nationalism. By contrast, a strong sense of provincial identity was
deeply rooted in Cape, and no idea of unification emerged from there. Cape had,
however, a history of alliance with the English and the Dutch, which was
consolidated in the nineteenth century by Cecil John Rhodes, the prime minister of
this colony, and George McCall Theal, the colonial historiographer. This unusual
background caused Cape to originate the notion of reconciliation.

The “Closer Union Movement” in the unification era made these ideals of
reconciliation accessible to the other regions. The State, the only journal
circulated throughout all of South Africa, advocated cultural integration among
white colonists by inventing collective memories. This journal not only
emphasized historical articles about the colonists’ voyages from Europe to Africa,
Cape Dutch architecture, Rhodes’ “from Cape to Cairo” policy, Afrikaners’ Great
Trek and native Africans, but also excluded conflicts such as the South African
war. This journal also established British “Imperial mind” which became the
bedrock of colonial nationalism. Such representations of reconciliation were
continued by the white South African state until the end of apartheid of 1994.
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