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Government Control over the Bureaucracy and the Collection
of the Land Tax during the Ming Period

by
Tan1u Yoko

The main source of revenue for the Chinese Empire since the tenth century
was the land tax. In the beginning of the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) this tax had
been collected via a specialized institution because of the difficulty of transporting
tax grain over long distance. Nevertheless, as a result of the Single Whip Reform
— 2 i1, Magistrates and Prefects, the heads of local government, came to be
responsible for the collection of this land tax. By the time of the mid-Ming period,
the responsibility for supervising these officials was granted to the Grand
Coordinator and the Regional Inspector. This led to a reorganization of the
institutions of local government under these two officials. Consequently, Zhang
Ju-zheng FRFE IE, the Senior Grand Secretary, enacted an examination system to
promote administrative efficlency, so that the central government could
systematically supervise the Grand Coordinators and the Regional Inspectors.
Although the kao-cheng fa & % {# system continued through the Ming period, it
could not adequately collect revenue, because of administrative loopholes and
conflicts with the landed elites, which continued throughout the Ming period.
After the destruction of the Ming Dynasty, however, this situation changed
completely. Under the Qing dynasty (1644-1911) government control over
officials improved and tax collection and other administrative tasks became more
explicit and methodical.
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