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A Consideration of Géso 5REF
by
KINUGAWA Satoshi

The true character of gdso, the act of petitioning the throne by powerful pro-
test, which was conducted by temples in the medieval period, was not characte-
rized by brutal, violent conduct. Gdso were, rather, measured, highly controlled
acts of protest by the daisyu K&, the mass of priests. Appropriating the author-
ity of the gods by means of united action with the jinin Tl A, shrine personnel,
the daisyu were able to spread the Buddhist order throughout society during the
Insei period. In response, the medieval state eased regulations on géso avoiding a
direct confrontation with the daisyu, in hopes of thereby repairing the symbiotic
order of Buddhist and royal authority, ouhd-buppé T — 1L %, under which the
power of the Buddhist temples had been incorporated into the system of secular
rule. Secular society had come to recognized the legitimacy of gosé, accepting the
collective authority of the daisyu and the protests based on solidarity, doushin [F]
iL», that was taken as their power that was derived from their collective and mys-
terious nature and from the common norms shared by the temples and secular
society, which had been forged in the system of exchange of information between
the two societies. The medieval state, which sought to spread the ouhd-buppé
order throughout society, promoted the elimination of “evil” from temple society,
which was manifest in the problem of the akuson 221 and jinin, and the systema-
tization of the authoritative temples, kenmon jiin 35 I%, at whose core were
found the “good” daisyu.
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