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Indigenous Land Surveyor and Mapmaker in Early Modern Japan:
With Special Reference to the Cases of Boundary Disputes in Northern Osaka

by
NarumI Kunitada

The purpose of this paper is to show the process and indigenous techniques of
land surveys on mapmaking at the middle stage of the Tokugawa era. The main
objects of study are the documents created for territorial claims in disputes over
the village common in northern Osaka.

When this boundary dispute happened, the authorities ordered the villagers to
make the map. First, the peasants would try to survey the land at issue. The
compass they used had the capability of measuring angles to an accuracy of three
degrees. Then, a professional painter would draw a map on basis of the data and
his observations of the site. These cartographic devices were gradually adopted
nationwide to meet the demands of territorial claims that had increased since
around the eighteenth century.

Fundatio in the High Middle Ages:
From the Historical Writings of Twelfth-Century Affligem

by
A0TANI Hideki

In the Benedictine abbey of Affligem, two sorts of historical writing were com-
posed in the middle of twelfth century, and historians have used them to clarify
the actual history of the monastery during its early period. However, the reason
why and how these sources were produced has hardly been considered. This
study discusses the meaning of the historical production itself in twelfth century
Affligem.

The historical writings of Affligem depicting the foundation and the early history
of the institution are full of legends and record the many donations made to the
monastery since its foundation. It should be noted that contemporary scholarship
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