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Chinese Districts in Tibetan-ruled Dunhuang:
Focusing on the Xingren-buluo 17 NE 7%

by
Iwao Kazushi

The aim of this article is to clarify the basic framework of the system of political
domination in Tibetan-ruled Dunhuang.

First, I focus on the xingren-buluo 4T N ¥, one of the administrative districts
set up in Dunhuang. Since Akira Fujieda’s study, it has been believed that the
Chinese word xingren-buluo was the equivalent of the Tibetan nyan »na’i sde, and
that it meant a “messenger division.” But an examination of documents in both
Tibetan and Chinese reveals that xingren-buluo is not the equivalent of nyan rna’i
sde, but corresponds instead to rgod kyi sde, “a military district.”

Second, 1 consider the g-yung in Dunhuang. In the Old Tibetan Empire, People
were divided into #god “military” and g-yung “civil” districts, therefore, as a rgod
kyi sde existed at Dunhuang, there must also have been a g-yung gi sde, although
the use of the word gyung gi sde itself has not been documented. One finds
instead the word simian-buluo #HiER¥ paired with xingren-buluo in Chinese
documents, and dar pa’i sde paired with #god kyi sde in Tibetan sources. Simian-
buluo is thus the Chinese translation of dar pa’i sde and therefore the g-yung gi sde
of Dunhuang was the equivalent of simian-buluo, civil district.

Finally, I consider the changes in political domination in marginal areas of the
Old Tibetan Empire. Through an examination of excavated documents and Tibetan
historical materials, it becomes clear that each military district was of a regular
size with a population of stong sde, “a thousand households”, but the population of
civil districts was not fixed. Judging from the above, it may be theorized that
process of political domination in marginal areas proceed in the following manner.
Most people were first registered as a g-yunmg, and then some of them were
chosen as a #god. As most people were a part of g-yung, there would have been
no reason to employ the appellation g-yung gi sde. Instead, a specific name was
employed for each district, and simian-buluo is a good example of such a usage.
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