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The Production and Development of “Imitations "of Standard Mirrors with
Triangular Rims and Designs of Divinities and Animals

by

IWAMOTO Takashi

The author has considered the production and development of “imitations” of
standard mirrors with triangular rims and designs of divinities and animals in terms
of their form.

The following points have been clarified in this article; first, the similarity of
forms is related to the existence of the standard, and it is highly probable that the
standard reflects the image of the products. Secondly, by focusing on the
standard, it became possible to discuss the system of production more concretely.
Consequently, it has become clear that two or more producers, or groups of
producers, manufactured such “imitative” mirrors and that groups of mirrors that
were produced according to differing standards coexisted. Furthermore, the
article points out that one group of producers of such “imitative” mirrors with
triangular rims and designs of divinities and animals was related to the producers
of imported mirrors of the same type, but that there were differences in terms of
form between the mirrors of the two producers.

Finally, the author demonstrates that the period of production can be calculated
from the degree of fluctuation from the standard, and that the period should be
understood in terms of the framework of all mirrors with triangular rims and
designs of divinities and animals, thus going well beyond the plane of the
“imitative”.
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