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seigneurial rights as well, such as military requisition, tolls, obligatory usage of the
mill, the grape presser or the bread-caking stove, and so on. For this reason,
fines were almost the only punishment imposed, and fines were understood as if
they were the imposition of service or a tax.

Finally, the paper examines how trials were carried out in the seigneurial
courts. The analysis of historical sources show that ordeals, duels and purgatory
oaths were very often employed and, most importantly, judges resorted to these
measures from a strategic point of view.

The Belief in the Eastern Peak God in the Song and Yuan Eras:
A Core Belief of Local Society

by

MizZUKOSHI Tomo

The role of temple-cults T in the local Chinese society has been a continuous
point of contention among historians. Some have focused on the fact that during
the Song era, many temple-cults, which are still extant, first appeared, and that a
hierarchy of gods was created. Other historians have regarded the temple-cults
as the core political and economical institution of local society that can provide
indispensable knowledge of Chinese society. As regards city-gods 324, which
are recognized as the most important of the temple cults, it is noted that the faith
in protective deity of the city that begun in the Jiangnan L. F§ spread in Song
times, gradually gained an official character, and was ultimately established in local
jurisdictions where it was protected by officialdom in the early Ming. Prior to
this, and on a wider scale, belief in the Eastern Peak God ¥ jtEl had spread to
local communities on a national scale. However, the social role of the temples of
the Eastern Peak God had seldom been addressed until quite recently. The
Eastern Peak God is both an essential element of faith in the Five Peaks F# and
also exercises overwhelming authority as a ruler of the realm of the dead &5
according to popular legend. As the faith developed, belief in the Eastern Peak
God spread from the pinnacle of narional ritual to far reaches of local communities.

The above is an example of the formation of a hierarchical faith that spread from

(762)



the margins and that was officially recognized during the Song era, resulting in a
national faith. What is the cause and meaning of this sort of occurrence? This
paper considers the phenomenon relating to the belief of the Eastern Peak God in
the Song and Yuan eras, focusing on three points: expansion of the sphere of
belief, personification or idolization of the deity, and the situation in local regional
society.

1) Expansion of the sphere of belief.

Relying solely on the historical records of the Song and Yuan eras, one sees
that nationwide construction of the temples of the Eastern Peak God occurred on
a large scale during the middle of the 11th century. Temples without any direct
relationship to Mount Tai %[l were constructed in many places under Southern
Song Dynasty rule. The Eastern Peak God is the earliest example of a nationwide
god in Chinese history, and the process of the spread of the faith was quite
exceptional, particularly because there was no specific group supporting it.
However, despite the lack of a specific organization, the religion was able to
amass support across a wide range of social strata. I have also noted that official
local government activity and Taoist religious groups contributed to the expansion
of the sphere of belief.

2) Personification of the deity

The Eastern Peak faith was similar to other temple-cults of the day in that the
Eastern Peak God held the title of emperor and had a wife. The major difference
between the Eastern Peak religion and other faiths was that it was emphasized
that the god originated in national ritual and that the Eastern Peak God ruled over
the realm of the dead and the other gods of the realm of the dead. Consequently,
the Eastern Peak God has been recognized as a divinity who led his family and
subordinate gods, and as a god who would occasionally subsume the faiths of
locally worshiped gods. Additionally, many people visited his temples annually on
March 28, which had come to be considered the birthday of the Eastern Peak
God, and this custom also began to be observed nationally after the Southern-
Song era.

3) The situation in local regional society

In the Song and Yuan eras, the temples constructed for the Eastern Peak God
were often considered those of the supreme local deity in a community, but city-
gods gradually grew to threaten the status of the Eastern Peak God. One
possible reason for occurrence of the Eastern Peak God is exemplified in the
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market town of Jiangnan, where belief in a city-god was fostered by the heads of
the prefecture and county after the Song era. The Eastern Peak God was
expected to be the main god who controlled the administration of the markets and
economic centers, thus opposing the power of the city-god. In other words, the
Eastern Peak God was positively selected as the main faith among the core of the
market town. On the other hand, in North China, the relationship between
temple-cults and the economy remain slight as before. And with the exception of
the large temples of the Eastern Peak God on Mount-Tai and in Da-du J#B, it
appears that the strict observance of religious rituals to the Eastern Peak God
continued unabated.

Poland and Lithuania in the Napoleonic Era: Conceptions
of the State in the General Confederation of the Polish Kingdom in 1812

by

KajJ1 Sayaka

At the time of Napoleon’s Russian Campaign in 1812, the former Polish-
Lithuanian state attained the opportunity to regain its independence. On June 28th
the General Confederation of the Polish Kingdom was organized in Warsaw and
declared the restoration of the Polish Kingdom, although before its collapse
(1795), the Polish-Lithuanian state had been a dual, multiethnic state called “the
Republic of the Two Nations.” In the Republic the nobility had sovereignty, and,
whatever their ethnicity, all the nobility considered themselves Poles, while the
nobility in Lithuania on the other hand had maintained Lithuanian national
consciousness.

The purpose of this article is to consider how the nobility of Poland and
Lithuania viewed their new state. Therefore I have investigated not only the
documents of the General Confederation of the Polish Kingdom, but also the
Lithuanian nobility’s attitudes toward the General Confederation. The following
points have been revealed. First, at the beginning of the 19th century, unlike the
period prior to its collapse, the nobility in both Poland and Lithuania referred to
the unified state as Poland or the Polish Kingdom, not as the Republic. They
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