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As regards the political significance of the ordinary citizens, it is necessary to
examine Polybius’ description of the decline of the Roman Republic. There he
refers to the political pressure of the ordinary citizens on the Nobiles. It appears
that he thought that the decline of the Republic began from 160’s B.C., and he
notes specific incidents that demonstrate the political pressure of the ordinary
citizens in the volumes dedicated to the years 168 B.C. to 145 B.C. It is
important to recognize that Polybius perceived the emergence of the significance
of citizens’ political power after the 160’s B.C. not in terms of constitutional rights
but as practical pressure on the Nobiles. Finally, the author has addressed
important aspects of the politics of Mid-Republican Rome by comparing the
descriptions of Polybius with records of the same incidents in other sources from
the viewpoint of the political significance of the ordinary citizens.

The Formation of the System of Suburban Sacrifice
in the Reign of Wu-di of the Western Han Dynasty :
An Analysis Focusing on the Ganquantaizhi H 7 Zell

by

MEGURO Kyoko

The purpose of this paper is an explication of the entirety of the system of
Suburban Sacrifice it in the Western Han Dynasty and its political and
ideological significance. The system involved periodic observances at three
shrines, Ganquantaizhi H R 2%, Hetong houtu ¥ 5 1 and Yongwuzhi ZEF I,
conducted by the emperors themselves. The three sites were founded during a
period extending from that of the founder, Gao-zu B through the middie of that
of the sixth emperor, Wu-di &%, and each was based on a different
understanding of religious practice and worldviews.

Yongwuzhi, the oldest of the three, was based on the theory of the five
elements FLAT#i that identified the Five Presiding Spirits 717 with God on High
7. The fourth emperor, Wen-di (57, performed the Suburban Sacrifice here
for the first time. On the other hand, he also founded Weiyang wudimiao
I FLTF R in the suburbs of the capital Chang-an &% as a new venue for the
Suburban Sacrifice. It too was based on the five elements theory. His aim was
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the renovation of the religious service for God on High, inherited from the Qin
dynasty, as one of the Western Han’s own rites.

It was in the reign of the sixth emperor, Wu-di, that the emperor first
suggested a new ideology of religious practice that paired Heaven (identified with
Yongwuzhi) and Earth. He founded the Shrine of Houto 51 at He-tong {3,
which was identified with Earth. Five altars were established at the shrine,
representing the center, the world, and the ‘four directions’ according to the
“Poem of the Suburban Sacrifice” #Bit#k. As regards the shrine structure, the
Yongwuzhi, Weiyang Wudimiao, and Hetong Houtu are all based on principle of
the number five.

Ganguantaizhi, which was subsequently founded in the reign of Wu-di, marked a
major alteration in the basic structural principle based on the number five. This
shrine was based on the new ideology of the religious practice that identified Tayi
K~ with God on High and consigned the Five Presiding Spirits to the role of
assistants of Tayi. The structure of the shrine was designed around a three-
storied altar of Tayi at the center surrounded by the altars of the Five Presiding
Spirits.  The whole was designed to extend outward in eight directions. The
three-storied altar represented the traditional holy mountain Kunlun F#, and the
extension in eight direction represented the world as surrounded by the Eight
Poles /\# and the Eight Winds /U blowing from each. Ganquantaizhi was
based on a set of diverse views of the world, but these were synthesized by the
identification of Tayi with the lord of the universe. The ritual of Suburban
Sacrifice for Tayi involved prayers for the stable circulation of the universe.
Ganquantaizhi was identified with the religious services for Heaven, replacing
Yongwuzhi, and becoming the core of the Suburban Sacrifice rite of the Western
Han Dynasty.

The system of Suburban Sacrifice at the three shrines, which had been
organized in the reign of Wu-di, become a permanent fixture in the reigns of the
eighth and ninth emperors, Xuan-di, and Yuan-di, but was reformed by the
Confucian School 5% after the reign of the tenth emperor, Cheng-di. The
diverse and plural worldviews and ideologies of religious practice, on which the
system of Suburban Sacrifice in the Western Han Dynasty was based, contradicted
the Confucian view of the world, their ideology of religious practice and the
conception of order based on the classics, and thus the Confucian reduced them to
a single principle.
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