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The Experiences of Milner Kindergarten in South Africa (1899 —1910)
and the Concept of “Citizenship”

by

HORIUCHI Takayuki

The members of Milner Kindergarten, all of whom were the Oxford graduates,
played an important role in the administrative staff of Lord Milner, the High
Commissioner, both in the reconstruction of Transvaal in the aftermath of the
Second South African War of 1899—1902 and in the unification of South Africa in
1910. They also contributed to the transition from the British Empire to the
Commonwealth as leading members of the Round Table group in the first half of
the 20th century. However, researchers have yet to consider the meaning of
their South African days or their conception of citizenship. Therefore, the
purpose of this article is to rethink their experiences in South Africa in terms of
“citizenship”.

Some of the members had been interested in the problems of philanthropy,
social reform and citizenship since their Oxford days, and they had been
sympathetic towards the white colonists in South Africa following their move there
at the turn of the century. However, in the reconstruction of Transvaal, they
discriminated against the poor whites of the Boer population as regards
citizenship, although they considered them to be fit objects of philanthropy and
social reform.

In conclusion, there were two turning points in the experiences of Kindergarten
in South Africa. First of all, because of Boer opposition to the introduction of
Chinese labourers in Transvaal, they came to think of the poor whites as holders
of citizenship, and they became interested in the creation of the concept of “a
white man’s country”. Secondly, because of the “colonial nationalism” displayed in
the Cape during the unification of South Africa, they learned how colonial citizens
might be led, and they transferred their efforts to the new job of solving the
problems of the Empire.
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