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Empire, especially the cultures of Asia Minor, have been interpreted by earlier
scholars. Since A. Furtwingler’s study at the turn of the last century (1900),
those cultures have been understood in terms of a “Graeco-Persian” rubric; that
is, of the contrast between Greek and Persian elements, in which the triumph of
the Greek elements over the Persian ones was inherent.

However, C. G. Starr (1976; 1977) opposed this view. He focused his attention
on the cultural interaction between the indigenous and Greek populations with the
Persians in Asia Minor. Behind this shift was a change in the historical image of
the Achaemenid Empire. Since Starr’s study, scholars have been more ready to
interpret cultures in Asia Minor as acculturation, i.e. the interaction, reception and
reaction among native, Greek and Persian elements.

In the second section, I focus on Lydia and consider which cultures the
residents practiced based chiefly on analyses of inscriptions excavated in Lydia. In
this section, my main theme is to examine whether it is possible to understand
those cultures according to the acculturation theory. On the basis of these
analyses, 1 conclude that it is very difficult to distinguish which elements are
native, Greek or Persian.

Considering the previous analyses, I point out that all cultures in Asia Minor
were hybrid and that any “pure” Greek or Persian culture is a mere fiction. In
addition, I make two proposals; firstly, cultures in Asia Minor should be studied
from the premise that there were no “pure” Greek, Persian or native cultures,
and, secondly, that it is more important to research cultures as fluid processes,
not in terms of their roots but in terms of routes.

The Role of the City in Royal Policy in the Czech Kingdom during the
13th Century

by

Fum Masao

It has been argued that in reaction to the rise and independence of the
aristocracy in the 13th century, the Czech monarchy chose the cities as political
partners. Nevertheless, although historians concur about the importance of the
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cities in the reconstitution of the monarchy in this period, they simply offer empty
generalizations without concrete examples that would demonstrate how cities
might have contributed to the policies of the monarchy. I examine in this paper
city charters primarily from the period of Préemysl Otakar II to see what was
required by the monarchy in the fields of economics, military and politics and how
the cities responded. As a result of this study, it has become clear that the
monarchy, as anticipated, expected first of all an economic contribution from the
cities, that the cities did not function as defensive fortresses until after the late

th century, and that the monarchy had probably not wanted the cities to assume
the role of political actors. Additionally, I consider the role of cities as pillars of
support for monarchical rule as one reason that monarchs aggressively promoted
their construction in place of the crumbling traditional political system. When a city
was founded, the monarchy might donate surrounding villages to the city, uniting
them legally, administratively and economically. Although examples of such are
relatively rare, I have been able to confirm the creation of this type of integrated
unit, and point out that it was this unit that formed the new core of the
reorganized monarchical domain.
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