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Third, in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, when people attempted to argue
for or against customs, or prove their legitimacy in lawsuits, disputes, warfare, or
land-management, inquiries and examinations were seldom the first choice. In
court, the judgments of God and the results of duels could replace them. Accords
between disputants easily modified customs without any consultation of the
collective memory stock. Victors in war were expected to decide on the abolition
or modification of customs. Finally, in order to maintain or revive customs land-
managing monks often resorted to fortification of the domains and demonstrative
practices on the domain instead of consulting the memories of their peasants.

On the Merchants of Huizhou and the Art Market
during the Late Ming and the Early Qing Period:
An Analysis Based on Wu Qizhen’s Shu-hua-ji

by

INOUE Mitsuyuki

During the late Ming and the early Qing period, collection and appreciation of
paintings, calligraphy and antiques reached unprecedented levels of activity in the
history of China, and simultaneously commercialization of works art progressed,
especially in the Jiangnan region. Based on the descriptions of paintings and
calligraphy in the Shu-hua-ji of Wu Qizhen, this paper clarifies the activities of
Huizhou merchants who were responsible for the circulation of objects of art
during the period and also considers the trends in the art market in China.

Huizhou was one of the most important markets for paintings, calligraphy and
antiques in the late Ming period. Huizhou merchants including Wu Qizhen and his
family were diligent in dealing art objects systematically across the Jiangnan
region, employing connections with those of the same family name and the
employees commissioned to deal as a base for their activities.

After the early Qing period, Wu Qizhen traveled among the main cities of the
Jiangnan region and associated widely with the collectors and merchants who lived
in the region and who treated him as a leading connoisseur of their collections or
as an instructor. During this period, there appeared merchants and craftsmen with
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special skills who could associate on equal terms with a man of letters, and their
status was enhanced at the same time.

However, when Beijing began to re-surface as the center of activities involving
collection and appreciation of paintings, calligraphy and antiques, the predominance
of the Jiangnan region declined and the activities of merchants also tended toward
a close.

Negotiations for Treaty Revisions in the Period
of Minister for Foreign Affairs Aoki Shuzo:
The Planning Process and the International Environment

by

O1sHI Kazuo

The decision of the cabinet meeting of December 10, 1889 to take corrective
measures following Okuma’s negotiations for treaty revision, was to record two
conflicting opinions: the first consisted of the proposal of Kowashi Inoue, the chief
of the Legislation Bureau, and Miyoji Ito, the chief secretary of the Privy Council,
insisting on rejection of the ratification of the new treaties, which had already been
signed; and the second of Kaoru Inoue, minister for agriculture and commerce,
and Shuzo Aoki, the vice-minister for foreign affairs, which was the main position
of the cabinet, demanded modifications in the new treaties. Anxious about the
possibility of intervention by Germany or other Treaty Powers while the Japanese
government was weakened and in disunity and fearing that a majority in the first
parliament would push the government to take some dangerous step such as a
denunciation of the existing treaties, the British government, on the other hand,
decided to abandon demands for the appointment of foreign adjudicators and to
take preemptive action by submitting new counter proposals. The Yamagata
administration, deprived by the English government proposals of shifting
responsibility for the delay of treaty revisions and unable to start negotiations
itself out of consideration of the advocates of equal treaties, faced a dilemma. In
the end, Aoki, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, seized the initiative and started full
negotiations, and the Yamagata administration resigned at the close of the first
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