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The Evolution of Roof-tile Production
in the Northern Dynasties of China

by
MUKAI Yusuke

In this paper, roof-tiles from the Northern Dynasties are examined to clarify the
roof-tile production system through analysis of not only tile design and production
technique but also of tiles with incised or impressed characters.

First, I have indicated the chronological framework of eaves tiles from the 5th
to the 6th century by analyzing the designs of the antefixes and their production
technique. Second, tiles with incised or impressed characters have been analyzed
in order to consider the system of their production and its management. Although
such tiles have previously been studied in terms of the meaning of the characters
on them, the author considered it necessary to analyze the position of the charac-
ters on the tiles and the production technique as well as the characters themsel-
ves.

As a result of these analyses, the following has become clear. The design of
eaves tiles and their production technique changed greatly at the end of the 5th
century. Tiles with incised or impressed characters appeared almost simultaneous-
Iy with this change. This suggests that a change in the system of production and
its management occurred. Furthermore, these changes had a great influence on
the roof-tiles later in the Sui and Tang dynasties. It is highly likely the tiles with
characters produced from the Northern We:r dynasty to the Sui and Tang dynas-
ties belong to the same lineage in terms of production technique, although the
characters themselves changed over the same period. The author argues that the
need for quality control to the products that required more elaborate adjustment
than earlier types and the need to manage the labor that accompanied the mobi-
lization of greater manpower brought about the appearance of this type of tiles
with characters.
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