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Textile Production Systems at the Beginning
of the Ritsuryo Era Based on Archaeological Analysis

by
HIGASHIMURA Junko

The textile production system from the second half of the seventh century to
the eighth century has remained unclear, especially as concerns production in the
provinces, due to a lack of historical documents. This study, however, clarifies the
textile production systems both in the capital and the provinces by analyzing exca-
vated tools used in textile production such as “niddy noddies” #%, rotary reels #&
#:F, and frame spools ##:.

The result of research on these tools shows that rotary reels and frame spools
were the chief weaving tools employed in the Heijo palace and capital. This finding
buttresses the thesis supported by written evidence that silk twill was made in the
area but also reveals that yarn was not produced there.

On the other hand, there were two types of production systems in the provin-
ces. One is the type found at the Yashiro-site where both spinning tools, such as
“niddy noodies” and spindle wheels, and weaving tools, such as rotary reels and
frame spools, were found in a regional leader’s residential workshop. This in-
dicates people in such areas employed a unified textile-making process from spin-
ning to weaving. The other type has been found at the Iba-site, where spinning
and weaving tools were found in separate locations, the spindle wheels in residen-
tial areas and rotary reels and frame spools in public office quarters. This shows
that people in such regions divided textile making into two separate processes,
spimming and weaving. Further analysis reveals that after yarn was made, it was
brought to a public workshop in the form of skeins, a mass of yarn wound into a
loop.

This study thus clarifies textile production systems in the capital and the provin-
ces at the beginning of the Ritsuryo era and brings new light on research into tex-
tile production.
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