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®  Glazebrook, op. cit., p. 450.

® A. Hastings, A History of English Christianity: 1920- 2000 (Lon-
don, 2001), p. 67.
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(1895), 67.8% (1907), 70.5% (1917). Hastings, op. cit., p. 35.

® BilmieE T 176,783 (1881), 214,513 (1891), 244,030 (1914). O.
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Gore to Davidson, in Bell, op. cit., p. 971.
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Shifts in Thinking within the Church of England, 1889-1924:
The Christian Social Union and William Temple

by
INOUE Osamu

In the 19th century, with secularism, rationalism and liberalism gaining momen-
tum, the Church of England was losing its grip on society as the Established
Church. From the end of the century, the importance of the state on society be-
came increasingly clear. ‘Christian Socialism’ was one of the answers that priests
of the Church of England advocated in the crises over the continued existence of
the Church as the Established Church. By the beginning of the 20th century, the
idea that the Church should intervene in social problems, especially economic in-
justice, gained much support among priests of the Church.

One of the most divisive topics, however, was how the Church should be res-
tructured. Diverse visions arose from among the priesthood and these provoked
disputes. The leaders of the Christian Social Union, which was the main body
promoting Christian Socialism, had a rather rigid vision of the Church and hoped to
prescribe membership of the Church strictly and exclusively. On the other hand,
William Temple, who was also a Christian Socialist and thus an intimate of the
CSU leaders, had a more inclusive vision of the Church. He envisaged a National
Church with a broader membership. Theological and philosophical backgrounds in-
tensified the differences between those with their two visions of the Church.
Their differences became clearer in the process of creating the 1919 Enabling Act,
especially in the dispute over the franchise for the newly established Church
Assembly, which would determine the scope of Church membership. In the estab-
lishment of the Enabling Act, Temple’s vision was adopted. This vision of the new
Church, reconfirmed at the COPEC (Conference on Christian Politics, Economics
and Citizenship) of 1924, imparted a vital influence on Christian Socialism and the
Ecumenical Movement in the inter-war period.
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