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Changes in the Accession to the Throne and the Ritsuryo Tenno System
by
KATO Asako

In this study I have tried to reexamine the [role of the] emperor in the ritsuryo
system and the changes affecting it by focusing on the changes over time in the
moment one became an emperor and vacancies on the throne in the ritual protocol
of imperial succession.

In the imperial succession prior to the ritsuryo system, it is difficult to specify
the exact moment when someone became an emperor. And, although the throne
was at times vacant, the duration was shortened as the members of the royal
family served in place of the emperor in an effort to avoid such vacancies,

However, under the ritsuryo system, the moment that someone became an
emperor was specified, the abdication and the accession to the throne were con-
ducted on the same day from the eighth century, and vacancies were assiduously
avoided. This was due to the fact the emperor in the ritsuryo system had ultimate
decision-making authority within the bureaucratic ritsuryo administration, and the
moment that one became an emperor became a critical turning point that clearly
distinguished imperial authority from that of others and a vacancy on the throne
came to mean a cease in the operation of bureaucratic administration of the state.
Therefore, the emperors of the eighth century were in an entirely unique position
within the ritsuryo bureaucratic administration, and the original character of the
ritsuryo system can be judged to have been vigorous. However, the emperor, as
what might be termed a single organ of the ritsuryo state, was restricted, vacan-
cies on the throne were not permitted, and imperial succession was carried on by
abdication.

The unique character of emperor in the original ritsuryo system was lost,
however, with the changes in the form of government at the end of the eighth
century, and the discrepancy between the authority of the emperor and the crown
prince also disappeared. On the other hand, in the eighth century, the ritual pro-
tocol of abdication had not yet been established, and a contradiction was created
when an abdicated emperor and the reigning emperor both tried to exercise
sovereignty because the former emperor’s sovereignty had not been clearly aban-
doned. However, this contradiction was resolved from the time of the abdication
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of Emperor Saga, who clearly relinquished sovereignty.

Reflecting this change in the emperor’s sovereignty, a clear distinction was
made from the ninth century onward in the ritual protocol of imperial succession
between abdication or imperial funerary rites on the one hand and the accession to
the throne on the other, and the moment that one became an emperor and a
vacancy on the throne lost their original meanings within the original ritsuryo sys-
tem. They came to be valued as merely formalized, ritual protocol.

A Basic Analysis of Kyoto Daimyo Hikeshi in the Edo Period
by
FuimoTo Hitofumi

In this study I have attempted to clarify the role of the Kyoto Daimyo Hikeshi
AR A4 KiH (feudal lords charged with suppressing fires in Kyoto), especially
the Kyoto Hikeshi Yaku FUEBXiH 1% after the seventh year of Kyoho Z (1722),
when four domains closely linked to the Shogunate %1% ¥, the Zeze JE Fr,
Kameyama & 1lI, Yodo %, and Koriyama #F ILi, were charged with this duty.
Although previous studies have clarified its role in part, much remains to be eluci-
dated. Through this analysis, I have both clarified the consciousness of the daimyo
of the Kinai region and nearby provinces & YT [E] toward their role and the
establishment of this system as a part of this attitude, and have seen it as one
aspect characteristic of the systematic reformation of the government system in
the Kamigata 1.7 area during the period from the Genroku JC#k to the Kyoho
era.

In sections I and II, I have focused on the relationship between the Hikeshi
yaku and the Shogun ¥ % and Roju # F and clarified the place of this system
within the bakuhan taisei T2 4K, the system of rule by the Shogun and feudal
domains. First, powers of appointment and exemption were exercised through
roju hosho SEHPZEE or roju kakitsuke 5P EEAY, a document which conveyed the
will of the Shogun, who controlled this authority. Furthermore, two of the four
domains that served as Kyoto Hikeshi yaku were also paired for service in the
sankin kotai %)X by roju hosho. At the same time, other matters in the sys-
tem beyond appointments and dismissals and the sankin kokai were the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Roju.
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