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of Emperor Saga, who clearly relinquished sovereignty.

Reflecting this change in the emperor’s sovereignty, a clear distinction was
made from the ninth century onward in the ritual protocol of imperial succession
between abdication or imperial funerary rites on the one hand and the accession to
the throne on the other, and the moment that one became an emperor and a
vacancy on the throne lost their original meanings within the original ritsuryo sys-
tem. They came to be valued as merely formalized, ritual protocol.

A Basic Analysis of Kyoto Daimyo Hikeshi in the Edo Period
by
FuimoTo Hitofumi

In this study I have attempted to clarify the role of the Kyoto Daimyo Hikeshi
AR A4 KiH (feudal lords charged with suppressing fires in Kyoto), especially
the Kyoto Hikeshi Yaku FUEBXiH 1% after the seventh year of Kyoho Z (1722),
when four domains closely linked to the Shogunate %1% ¥, the Zeze JE Fr,
Kameyama & 1lI, Yodo %, and Koriyama #F ILi, were charged with this duty.
Although previous studies have clarified its role in part, much remains to be eluci-
dated. Through this analysis, I have both clarified the consciousness of the daimyo
of the Kinai region and nearby provinces & YT [E] toward their role and the
establishment of this system as a part of this attitude, and have seen it as one
aspect characteristic of the systematic reformation of the government system in
the Kamigata 1.7 area during the period from the Genroku JC#k to the Kyoho
era.

In sections I and II, I have focused on the relationship between the Hikeshi
yaku and the Shogun ¥ % and Roju # F and clarified the place of this system
within the bakuhan taisei T2 4K, the system of rule by the Shogun and feudal
domains. First, powers of appointment and exemption were exercised through
roju hosho SEHPZEE or roju kakitsuke 5P EEAY, a document which conveyed the
will of the Shogun, who controlled this authority. Furthermore, two of the four
domains that served as Kyoto Hikeshi yaku were also paired for service in the
sankin kotai %)X by roju hosho. At the same time, other matters in the sys-
tem beyond appointments and dismissals and the sankin kokai were the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Roju.
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In section III, I have described concretely the activities of the Tsukiban A %,
(those charged on a monthly basis). First, their duty was to defend the palace,
Gosho ]l B, and Nijo Castle — 4= 3%, and two to three hundred men were
assigned to the task. Domains served one-month terms alternately during a six-
month tour of duty. If a domain could not serve, another domain would serve on a
temporary basis. The Takatsuki & #l and Sasayama %1l domains were added as
alternates to the system in the Kyoho and the Anei %7k period respectively,

In section 4, I have described the relationship of the Hikeshi yaku to the offices
of Kyoto Shoshidai FLESATFIfX, Kyoto Machi Bugyo FHFHIZE41T, Kamigata Met-
suke 757 H A, and Kinritsuki 25326, The Shoshidai had the highest-level of re-
sponsibility, but the Machi Bugyo and Kinrituki also had the right to command the
Hikeshi yaku. It was the Kyoto Rusui ZX#BH 57 & that served as a connecting
point, conveying the intentions of these Bakufu %£/F officials to the domains but
also holding meetings to express the domains’ wishes to the Shoshidai, and it also
took on the burden of systematizing this role.

In secton 5, I have described how fire fighters would go out from their Joka 3
T station when a big fire occurred in Kyoto. They would go into action from Joka
whether it was their duty month or not if a big fire had arisen. For this reason, in
addition to the retainers of the domain, the general populace of the domain had to
pay attention to Kyoto at all times. In the largest cases, 30 horsemen and 700
people were mobilized from each domain, so that approximately 150 horsemen and
3500 people assembled in Kyoto under the system. Moreover, this mobilization
was determined by the judgment of domains themselves because the system was
based on the appointment power of the Shogun.

The chief duty of the Kyoto Daimyo Hikeshi, which was systematically orga-
nized in the aforementioned manner, was to fight fires, but it was also a military
organization that operated in emergencies, which often included military tensions.
It has been a common claim that the size of permanent military forces stationed in
Kyoto was extremely small, and the capital has been called a “demilitarized city,”
but this situation was a result of the fact that a system to defend Kyoto by nearby
domains that were closely associated with the Shogunate had been instituted.
Furthermore, it can be seen that direct control and systematization of the military
administration of the Kamigata region by the Shogunate progressed in the period
from the Genroku through the Kyoho era, so the relative autonomy of the military
administration in the early Edo period was greatly diminished and the system was
incorporated as a part of the disposition of forces of the bakuhansei kokka i fill
[E]#, a nation state ruled by in the bakuhan taisei.
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