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1362, Campbell to Hart, Z/392, Oct. 23, 1885, p. 245 ; Vol. 3, Tele-
graph No. 1373, Campbell to Hart, No. 531, Oct. 24, 1885, p. 1207.
Q@ Archives of China’s Imperial Maritime Customs, Vol. 2 Letter No.
1362, Campbell to Hart, Z/392, Oct. 23, 1886, p245; Letter No.
1365, Campbell to Hart, Z/394, Oct. 30, 1885, p. 251.

@  Archives of China’s Imperial Maritime Customs, Vol. 3 Telegraph
No. 1379, Hart to Campbell, No. 292, Nov. 2, 1885, p. 1208.

@ Ibid, Telegraph No. 1381, Hart to Campbell, No. 293, Nov. 3,
1885, p. 1208

© Ibid, Telegraph No. 1380, Campbell to Hart, No. 536, Nov. 3,
1885, p. 1208.

@  Archives of China’s Imperial Maritime Customs, Vol. 2 Letter No.
1369, Campbell to Hart, Z/397, Nov. 6, 1885, p. 255.

©@ Archives of China’s Imperial Maritime Customs, Vol. 3 Telegraph
No. 1384, Campbell to Hart, No. 539, Nov. 6, 1885, p. 1209.

® Ibid

® Ibid, Telegraph No. 1386, Hart to Campbell, No. 294, Nov. 7,
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® Ibid, Telegraph No. 1399, Hart to Campbell, No. 299, Nov. 15,
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(Archives of China’s Imperial Maritime Customs, Vol. 2 Letter No.
1453, Campbell to Hart, Z/439, Aug. 13, 1886, p. 347)°
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©@ FO017/1063, O’'Conor to Rosebery, telegram No. 25, May 31,
1886 ; O’Conor to Rosebery, No. 184, Jun 1, 1886.
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The Background of the Conclusion of the Convention Relating
to Burma and Tibet between Great Britain and China in 1886 :
An Examination of the Characteristics
of China’s Diplomatic Policy in the Late Qing

by
HakopA Keiko

In the Convention Relating to Burma and Tibet, 1886,Great Britain agreed that
the Burmese should send the customary tribute missions to China in exchange for
Chinese recognition of the authority and rule, which Great Britain was exercising
in Burma. From the standpoint of the study of the changes in the diplomatic his-
tory of modern China in the 19th century that views the "treaty system,” intro-
duced by the Western powers, as having challenged and eventually triumphed
over the "tribute system,” which had traditionally kept the international order in
East Asia, this convention can be seen as a peculiar case. As regards this pecu-
liarity, previous studies have explained its special character in terms of the limited
relationship of China and her tributaries in contradistinction to the Western sys-
tem. In short, while the Qing dynasty demanded a nominal tributary status of Bur-
ma, Great Britain adopted Hart's proposal to "cede empty words and seize the
real.” This view, however, overlooks the fact that Hart’s proposal was originally
made to counter that of Macartney and Li Hongzhang. In order to oppose Macart-
ney’s suggestion that Great Britain cede Bahmo, a trade center of the upper Irra-
waddy, to China in exchange for recognition of the annexation of Burma, Hart
proposed that in return for recognition of the continuation of tribute missions, Chi-
na should open Yunnan to frontier trade. At this time, the question of which na-
tion, China or Great Britain, would take the initiative in trade on the Yunnan-
Burma frontier, which was expected to develop with the annexation of Burma, lay
behind the rivalry between Hart and Macartney.

Another point of view generally shared by previous studies is to see the di-
plomacy of Zeng Jize, the Chinese Minister to Great Britain, in contrast to that of
the home government (including the Zongliyamen and Li Hongzhang), regarding
the former as positive and pursuing real interests and the latter as negative and
satisfied with a nominal suzerainty. In fact this image of Chinese diplomacy in the
late Qing period was a result of deliberate exaggeration by both sides, Hart and
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O’Connor and Li Hongzhang, with the intent of promoting favorable terms in the
negotiations. The Convention Relating to Burma and Tibet, 1886, was on the sur-
face an exchange of empty words (tribute missions) for actual interests (the
annexation of Burma), but at the same time in regard to the major problems of de-
limiting the border and regulating commerce it was actually a compromise that
maintained the existing state of affairs on the Yunnan-Burma frontier. When Great
Britain annexed Burma, the most important problem that China faced was the tur-
moil in the southwestern frontier region, which had been created by the develop-
ment of frontier trade, rather than the future of Burma. However, the Qing gov-
ernment was barely able to exercise control over the region. So, in order to keep
the existing order in the region, Li Hongzhang used various tactics, first support-
ing Macartney’s plan, appealing for the cession of Bahmo and then watching to see
what move Great Britain would make. Later, he demanded a continuation of tri-
bute missions in exchange for Bahmo. By so doing, China secured both the empty
words — tribute missions ——and the actual profit —— maintenance of the ex-
isting order in the southwestern frontier region.

A Reexamination of Asset Qualifications
for the Employment of Han Dynasty Officials

by
TaxaMURA Takeyuki

This study combines a reassessment of the content and significance of asset
qualifications in the employment of Han #£ dynasty officials with a comprehensive
examination of the influence they exerted on the lower stratum of local officials of
the period. Han dynasty officials were required to own commodities required in
their duties, principally a carriage and draft horse or a horse and saddle. In cases
where assets possessed did not fulfill the asset qualification, appointments to office
was not admitted or officials were dismissed. After the promulgation of the Xiao-
lian #2BF (Filial and Incorrupt) appointment system (134 BC), academic know-
ledge first appeared as a qualification for official appointment; however, asset qual-
ifications continued even until the period of the Latter Han dynasty. Tingchang =
& (Neighborhood Head) was an exception to this rule, appointed without regard
to assets or academic knowledge. In this case, it was the breadth of his circle of
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