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Inheritance Problem in the Time of Baronial Reform Movement, 1258-67

by

Asajl Keizo

During the Barons’ War in England, 1258 67, various constitutional reforms
were initiated by the magnates in King’s Council. In June 1264 shire knights from
each county were summoned to a parliament. And in January, 1265, two burges-
ses of some boroughs were summoned to a parliament in London. These two
events were overvalued by the constitutional historians in late nineteenth century
England. They stressed that during the baronial reform movement some reforms
were planned for the benefit of the new growing class, knights and burgesses, by
the altruistic magnates.

In fact the initiative of the movement was assumed by several magnates, among
whom there were earls of Leicester, Gloucester and Norfolk. But were they in-
tending to reform for the benefit of knights and burgesses actually? Before the
movement began they had been suffering from various troubles, such as unjust
distraint, arising from feudal connection between their compeer barons and their
knightly tenants. For example, some tenants quit the obligation of suit of court to
their lords. Lords sometimes violently distressed those quitters. Both lords and
tenants were annoyed with wardship, dower and curtesy.

In this article some examples of judicial cases in eyre and in the court of com-
mon pleas concerning the troubles abovementioned are analyzed, and how those
local problems became the crucial issues of reform even necessary for magnates
as lords of those tenants, will be explained. Reforms initiated in the baronial
movement were to be completed in the form of statutes in Edward I’s reign.
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