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becomes apparent that there is a pressing need to reassess the conventional view
that modern Japanese educational administration was based on “concepts of public
safety.”

Late-Qing i# Textbooks on Ethics and Meiji Japan
by
TsucHiyA Hiroshi

Late 19th and early 20th century China experienced large-scale reform of Qing
Dynasty policies in such areas as government administration, taxation, and admi-
nistrative structure. In the last years of the dynasty, reform extended to include
marked shifts in the traditional educational system. The aim of these educational
reforms was to replace the existing educational system designed for the elite,
which had traditionally been based on the civil service examination system, the
keju B2, with a system of education for the masses. Reform was implemented
with a particular focus on modifying the compulsory education in elementary
schools. The central tenant of these reforms was to raise national conscience
among the masses with careful consideration given to the introduction of the sub-
ject of ethics. This article examines the image of ideal national character as pro-
jected through these ethics textbooks for elementary school students during this
period of reform.

The birth of the ethics textbook in China occurred in the Xinzheng ¥ reform
period at the beginning of the 20th century. Although ethics became established as
a formal subject at this time, the subject of ethics was rooted in the Wuxu &K
reform period at the end of the 19th century. Forerunners of the textbooks had
been compiled during the Wuxu period, the most famous of them being the Meng-
xue keben ZRFEEZR. The most prominent feature of this textbook was the primary
focus on the concept of Tian XK (Heaven, God) in moral education, instituted by
the editors under the influence of western textbooks for children. The position and
significance of heaven was that it stood above the people and conveyed an ideal-
ized image of strength, granting the people equality and rights. The people were
therefore considered citizens under Tian, and did not share a sense of nationalism,
viewing themselves as citizens of the nation of China.

During the Xinzheng reform period of the early 20th century, ethics textbooks
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came to be published in earnest. The Zuivin xiushen jiaokeshu T35 & #kl 2
published by the Commercial Press, and Chudeng xiaoxue xiushen jiaokeshu )%
/NEAE B #EEE published by the Qing education department, are representative
of the textbooks published during this period. An important feature common to
both of these textbooks was that Tian was thoroughly disregarded and, in its
place, guo [E|, the nation, was established as the foundation of moral education.
Subsequently, the ideal image of a person became extremely nationalistic, reflect-
ing his/her existence as a member of the community, in the form of the guo for
which one might sacrifice his/ her life.

Thus, between the Wuxu and Xinzheng periods, the focus of the textbooks
changed. This change was further influenced by ethic textbooks of Meiji Japan. In
the early years of the 20th century, the number of Chinese students in Japan in-
creased very rapidly, and a great number of Qing bureaucrats visited Japan to
observe educational facilities. Furthermore, a Japanese mission of government
bureaucrats and educators visited China to “cooperate” in the educational reform
of China. Through such contacts between China and Japan during this period, the
ethics textbooks of Japan exerted influence on educational policies in China. Espe-
cially worthy of note is the fact that the “Imperial Rescript on Education” 05
#&, which had served to strengthen nationalism in Japan, also influenced ethics
textbooks in China.

The new image of the people of the nation brought about by Japan essentially
formed the ideological foundation of textbooks of the Republic of China after the
Xinhai revolution ¥ ¥% % 47, Therefore, the “modern age”of Chinese education,
and subsequent nationalism began with the influence of both Western and Japanese
educational policies and was facilitated by the Chinese policy that shifted from Tian
(heaven) to guo (the nation)as the basis of moral education.

The Formation of the Polish Resettlement Corps
by the Attlee Government, 1945-1946
by
Mizoxkami Hiromi

As a result of World War I, Poland lost much of its eastern territory to the
Soviet Union, in retwrn for substantial accessions of territory in the north and
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