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The Book of Heaven's Mandate : The Formation of the Legends
of the Han Reception of the Mandate of Heaven

by
HosHina Sueko

The purpose of this article is to analyze the theoretical construction that legiti-
mated the authority of Han dynasty on the basis of the theories of the apocrypha
&3] and a Confucianism that had inclined to mysticism.

First, I examine the formation of the legends of the Zhou /& reception of the
Mandate as a model of the thought that sage-kings must receive the Mandate of
Heaven. The Modern Script Tai-shi of the Classic of Documents WESTKE de-
scribes that a white fish jumped into King Wu’s B ship during the punitive ex-
pedition against King Zhou #t ¥, and this incident was regarded as an auspicious
sign that Heaven had given the Mandate to the Zhou /& dynasty. The Shang-shu
zhong-hou HIE W%, an apocryphal text about the Classic of Documents, further
develops this legend. This book recounts that there were some characters written
on the body of the white fish, and that they meant that Heaven had given King
Wu the sanction to revolutionize the realm. In other words, the characters on the
white wish were regarded as a River Chart ] [X]. As regards the case of King
Wen of Zhou JE L, a red sparrow is said to have brought the Red Writings F+&
to King Wen, and this auspicious event led King Wen to proclaim himself king.
King Wen's Red Writing is equated with Ruo Writing 7% in traditional thought.
The Shang-shu zhong-hou stated that Heaven regularly bestowed a River Chart
and the Ruo Writing to ancient sage-kings. The idea that sage-kings always re-
ceived Heaven's Mandate in such book, was formed at the end of the Former
Han. As Wang Chong T F in his Lun-heng 1% from the early period of the
Later Han also believed a River Chart and Ruo Writings to have been produced by
Heaven and to be read by men, the intellectuals of the Later Han era believed
that the appearance of a River Chart and Ruo Writings were evidence of the re-
ceipt of the Mandate of Heaven.

Based on this thought, the orders of Heaven, called fu-ming 755, were forged
upon the usurpation of Wang Mang £ %F, and many mystic prophetic writings cal-
led Tu-chen ¥ #; were prevalent when Emperor Guangwu Y57 reestablished
the Han. The Tu-chen can be classified into the fx [Xl, which were produced by
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Heaven (e.g., a River Chart and Ruo Writings), and the chen 3%, which were pro-
duced by Confucius as commentaries on the f# and the classical canon. Emperor
Guangwu insisted that his receipt of Heaven’s Mandate through the f# had a Con-
fucian legitimacy because the canon and the apocrypha stated that Heaven gave
kings and emperors the Mandate through the f.

As the legend that Heaven had bestowed on Confucius the Writing of the Man-
date for Emperor Gaozu (% 1H) of Han were formed during the Han, Confucius
was regarded not only as the creator of the canon and apocrypha but also as the
agent of Emperor Gaozu’s receipt of Mandate of Heaven. The Receipt of the
Mandate of Heaven by Han emperors was legitimated through the apocrypha pro-
duced by Confucius.

Requests for the Permission of the Emperor to Carry Out the
Ultimate Penalty in the Han Dynasty

by
TAXATORI Yuji

Prefects (1), the lowest order of local administrative officials in imperial China,
judged criminal offenders but did not possess full power to try all cases and pass
judgment. Prefects were required to inform the higher authorities in those trials
that the prefects were not entitled to judge. This was especially true in instances
involving the death penalty, when local administrative officials had to obtain the
permission of the emperor to carry out the ultimate penalty. In contrast, it has
been thought that during the Han dynasty prefects and governors of commande-
ries R K 5F themselves held full power to try cases involving the death penalty,
pass sentence, and carry out the ultimate penalty.

The bamboo-strip document called Ernian liling — £ 2 4, which was exca-
vated at Zhanjiashan 3R % [lI, includes a passage that reads, “Prefects must not
judge cases involving the death penalty and should inform the governor of the
commandery.” According to this passage in the Ernian liling, in the Han dynasty,
as in other periods, the prefects were not entitled to try cases and pass sentences
involving the death penalty.

In this study I have attempted to reexamine the view that only during the Han
dynasty prefects and governors of commanderies possessed full power to try a
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