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Trends in Research on the Holy Roman Empire in Early Modern Times :
In Light of the Consciousness of the Concepts of State and People
in Germany in Recent Years

by
SHIBUTANI Akira

By proposing in his Geschichte des Alfen Reiches. Staat und Nation in der
Frithen Neizeit 1495 -1806 (1999) that the Holy Roman Empire (hereafter abbrevi-
ated as the Empire) had served as the state of the German people, the early mod-
ern historian Georg Schmidt developed the daring and unique interpretation that in
German too there existed a state and people just as in the West (France and the
United Kingdom).

After the end of the Second World War, although its direct influence had waned,
the historical consciousness of “little Germany,” in which and its territories and
the Protestants were seen as the upholders of modernization continued a basic
undercurrent that has continued until today.

That which arose as a reaction to the view of little Germany and confronted the
movement toward a post-war united Europe was a view that emphasized the
mutual complementary relationship of the Empire and its territories. By taking the
Empire as the object of evaluation, it became possible to focus appropriate atten-
tion on Southern Germany including Austria, which was its major backer, and the
influence of the Catholics.

As a result of this, Schmidt interpreted “the Empire as political system” in
order to define the mutually complementary relationship of the emperor and those
of various estates, or among those of various estates, out of the mutual relation-
ship of the Empire and its various institutions (the emperor, the imperial diet, im-
perial courts, imperial tax system, and imperial circle). After the 1970s, this view
became the standard and has continued to be so to this day. It must be noted that
two variations were borne of this view.

One variation was an interpretive model that employed the traditional view of
little Germany as an axis and attempted to re-evaluate the importance of the
Empire from the point of view of the formation of the modern state.

In contrast to this view, and probably inspired by the “principle of com-
plementariness” frequently uttered within the arguments over European union,
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was the switch to an interpretation revolving around the “mutual complementary
nature of the Empire and its territories” in the second variation that was G.
Schmidt's komplementive Reichs-Staat, which was an outgrowth of his “political
system.”

Through an introduction and investigation of the controversy over the work of
G. Schmidt, this article aims to explore the image of early modern Germany and
that of Europe that is appropriate at a time when the future of globalization is in
question.

What were the Achievements of Socialism in the 20th Century? :
Trends in Research on the History of the Communist Movement
in Japan in the Last Decade

by
TANAKA Masato

The demise of socialism in the form of political regimes has broken old political
taboos, and made hitherto sealed documents available to the public. As a result,
we have come to the point where we are now able to ‘historicize’ the Communist
movement. The twentieth century was widely understood as a ‘century of wars
and revolutions’ that constituted a part of larger transitional process from capital-
ism to socialism. However, as socialism is being ‘historicized’, new perspectives
towards the twentieth century and its achievements have emerged.

The view that understands the Declaration of Social Democratic Party (1901) as
an origin of the Japanese Constitution (1947) emphasizes contributions of socialism
to the advancement of ‘political’ democracy in Japan. On the other hand, many
Japanese accepted socialism primarily as a set of economic rather than political
ideas. In this context, socialism was considered as an agent that would bring about
‘economic’ democracy that the Japanese bourgeois revolution had failed to attain.

Socialism as a body of thought will allow a still wider array of reinterpretation. It
may also be re-evaluated as an offspring of modernity along with other values such
as ‘freedom, equality, and fraternity’. The way and extent to which socialism was
associated with other social thoughts such as democracy and pacifism should also
present a profitable field of research that has not yet been sufficiently cultivated.
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