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The Political Structure of the Reform in Domain Government:
The Formation of Historical Consciousness in Tokushima Han

by
MIYAKE Masahiro

This paper considers the reforms of the Horeki, Meiwa, and Kansei eras in
Tokushima han as an example of the political structure of reform in domain gov-
ernments in the middle and the latter part of the early modern period. In regards
to domain political reform, consciousness of precedent had great influence and
governed the political structure in terms of which types of concepts or forms of
political power were to be exercised in dealing with the political issues determined
by social and political situations (e.g., financial crises, peasant uprisings, etc.).
Political reform was primarily carried out as a policy to control economic and social
behavior at the time, and consciousness of domain political history was formed on
recognition of distinct periods of domain political history. Thus, subsequent poli-
cies were thereafter developed based precedents that were formed by a set his-
torical consciousness. Although precedent was seriously considered, flexible inter-
pretations of precedent were made to suit contemporary issues. This demon-
strates the simultaneous use of conservative and flexible aspects in the early mod-
ern political order.

The Relationship between the Imperial Decree Xwuan and
the Written Edict in the Latter Half of the Tang Dynasty

by
ONoO Tatsuya

The word xuan was used in several senses under the scribal regime of the
bureaucratic administration of the latter half of the Tang dynasty. In this article,
however, I deal with the usage that connotes the sense of conveying an emperor’s
intentions orally. The act of conveying imperial intentions orally and how it func-
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