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The Political Structure of the Reform in Domain Government:
The Formation of Historical Consciousness in Tokushima Han

by
MIYAKE Masahiro

This paper considers the reforms of the Horeki, Meiwa, and Kansei eras in
Tokushima han as an example of the political structure of reform in domain gov-
ernments in the middle and the latter part of the early modern period. In regards
to domain political reform, consciousness of precedent had great influence and
governed the political structure in terms of which types of concepts or forms of
political power were to be exercised in dealing with the political issues determined
by social and political situations (e.g., financial crises, peasant uprisings, etc.).
Political reform was primarily carried out as a policy to control economic and social
behavior at the time, and consciousness of domain political history was formed on
recognition of distinct periods of domain political history. Thus, subsequent poli-
cies were thereafter developed based precedents that were formed by a set his-
torical consciousness. Although precedent was seriously considered, flexible inter-
pretations of precedent were made to suit contemporary issues. This demon-
strates the simultaneous use of conservative and flexible aspects in the early mod-
ern political order.

The Relationship between the Imperial Decree Xwuan and
the Written Edict in the Latter Half of the Tang Dynasty

by
ONoO Tatsuya

The word xuan was used in several senses under the scribal regime of the
bureaucratic administration of the latter half of the Tang dynasty. In this article,
however, I deal with the usage that connotes the sense of conveying an emperor’s
intentions orally. The act of conveying imperial intentions orally and how it func-
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tioned in the process of political decision making including within the scribal regime
of the bureaucracy is an important problem. The author approaches the matter
from standpoint of the meaning and functions of the xuan in conveying an emper-
or’s intentions orally. Recent studies of the bureaucracy of the Tang have tended
to pay increasing attention to terms used in documents and focus on their roles in
the administrative process. This article should make a significant contribution to
this trend. The main points of each section follow.

In section one, the function of the xuan is examined from various points of
view. The xuan was used for various matters, for example, in making important
political decisions, in bestowing gifts on loyal followers, in directives for drafting
imperial edicts, and so on. The people to whom xuan were issued also varied,
ranging across the entire spectrum from bureaucrats to ordinary citizens, from a
specific administrative office to a specific individual. We can, however, find a com-
mon characteristic amidst the variety of issues and recipients. It is the fact that in
each case the emperor’s intention was revealed orally. The emperor revealed his
private intention through his associates, aiming to build mutual understanding
among those involved in an issue. The xuan concerned matters that required com-
mon intentions shared by the emperor and his subjects. An exchange of views car-
ried out through the xuan would become an opportunity for mutual understanding
between the emperor and his subjects. By grasping the character of the xuan in
this manner, we are able to understand how the oral communications of imperial
intentions functioned in the process of political decision making.

In section two, the place of the xuan in the political decision-making process
and what relationship the xuen generally had with the imperial edict is examined.
The author discusses the relationship between the xuaxn and imperial edict in
terms of the operation of the scribal regime of the bureaucratic administration.
Firstly, xuan were issued during the conference stage prior to the drafting of im-
perial edicts. The meetings for the political decisions were often initiated and
thereafter carried out by means of communications made through the xuan.
Secondly, the xuan was used in the process of drafting the imperial edict, as well.
The xuan was usually used to order the drafting of an imperial edict by a Hanlin
academician, and it was also used to overturn any opposition from the Jishizhong.
Thirdly, the xuan was used in processes of modification and notification after the
drafting of an imperial edict, too. In other words, the xuan could be used widely
during all stages of the political decision-making process. In this way, the emperor
aimed at creating mutual understanding between the concerned departments. As a
result, it became possible for matters to proceed smoothly. The oral conveying of
imperial intentions through the xuanm ran parallel to the working of the scribal
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bureaucracy. The act of drafting a written imperial edict by the scribal bureaucracy
was supported by the mutual understanding created with orally issued xuasn.

At present, the author is focusing his attention on the appearance of the
Hanlin-zhizhao within the imperial edict system. As the emperor was required to
utter some imperial edicts in his own words from within the imperial court, Hanlin
academicians were increasingly entrusted with their drafting, which resuited in the
formation of the Hanlin-zhizhao. The xuan was also derived from the words
spoken personally by the emperor. Some imperial edicts were based on written
and some were based on oral communications. As the style of the Hanlin-zhizhao
and the xuan developed, these genres that recorded the emperor’s own words be-
gan to carry greater weight in the imperial edict system.

The Financial Disputes in 1908-10 and the Governance of
the Football World: The Social Meaning of Football in England
at the Turn of the 19-20% Century

by
Fuju Shota

This article aims to examine the governance of the world of football through a
discourse analysis of the financial disputes of 1908-10 and to explain the social
meaning of football in England at the turn of the 19th to 20th century.

It was during the period of the turn of the 19th-20th century that association
foothall was professionalized and grew into a national pastime. The foundation of
the Football League made football a form of commercial leisure, which was accom-
panied by the development of the sports media. Professional football was managed
mainly through two financial regulations, the retain and transfer system and the
maximum wage system. At the same time, these regulations were criticized by
the players’ union, rich clubs and the Football Association (FA). This confrontation
between the League and the FA broke into a financial dispute in 1908.

In the financial dispute, the FA insisted that professional football should be oper-
ated entirely as a business venture and managed on the principles of free trade.
They argued for the abolition of financial regulation using the rhetoric of free en-
terprise. In contrast, the League argued that professional football should be consi-
dered sport as much as amateur football was. Using the rhetoric of sport, the
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