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A E _
John McKenna 1902-36 mggé%%;e? Liverpool ~EHR
James Baxter 1904-19 Everton EERT
Henry Keys 1905-29 | Rl&K(10-29) WBA ELRRE
John Cameron 1907-16 Newcastle U. T Ay
Arthur Dickinson 1909-30 | Rl (29-30) Sheffield W. M sE B
Tom Harris 1909-17 Notts County 75 7THEE
Tom Houghton 1912-13 Preston North End B
William Wall 1913-17 Arsenal SR
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bureaucracy. The act of drafting a written imperial edict by the scribal bureaucracy
was supported by the mutual understanding created with orally issued xuasn.

At present, the author is focusing his attention on the appearance of the
Hanlin-zhizhao within the imperial edict system. As the emperor was required to
utter some imperial edicts in his own words from within the imperial court, Hanlin
academicians were increasingly entrusted with their drafting, which resuited in the
formation of the Hanlin-zhizhao. The xuan was also derived from the words
spoken personally by the emperor. Some imperial edicts were based on written
and some were based on oral communications. As the style of the Hanlin-zhizhao
and the xuan developed, these genres that recorded the emperor’s own words be-
gan to carry greater weight in the imperial edict system.

The Financial Disputes in 1908-10 and the Governance of
the Football World: The Social Meaning of Football in England
at the Turn of the 19-20% Century

by
Fuju Shota

This article aims to examine the governance of the world of football through a
discourse analysis of the financial disputes of 1908-10 and to explain the social
meaning of football in England at the turn of the 19th to 20th century.

It was during the period of the turn of the 19th-20th century that association
foothall was professionalized and grew into a national pastime. The foundation of
the Football League made football a form of commercial leisure, which was accom-
panied by the development of the sports media. Professional football was managed
mainly through two financial regulations, the retain and transfer system and the
maximum wage system. At the same time, these regulations were criticized by
the players’ union, rich clubs and the Football Association (FA). This confrontation
between the League and the FA broke into a financial dispute in 1908.

In the financial dispute, the FA insisted that professional football should be oper-
ated entirely as a business venture and managed on the principles of free trade.
They argued for the abolition of financial regulation using the rhetoric of free en-
terprise. In contrast, the League argued that professional football should be consi-
dered sport as much as amateur football was. Using the rhetoric of sport, the
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League advocated financial rules in order to keep football a sport divorced from
selfish business interests. They asked for the strict governance of the football
world. 4

Ultimately, the dispute came to an end almost as the League wished, which was
partly the result of the support of the media and the public. The dispute was not
confined to closed meeting rooms. William Pickford, an official of the Football
Association Council, and Charles Sutcliffe, a member of the Football League Man-
agement Committee, were also engaged in the controversy in columns of The
Athletic News and Cyclists Journal in which they justified their positions. They rec-
ognized the importance of public support.

Actually, many papers supported the League. The sporting papers, like The
Athletic News, printed comments critical of the FA and the players’ union. In addi-
tion, the public showed sympathy with the League. In the world of football, they
sided with the employers since they paid the players as spectators or as share-
holders of the clubs. Furthermore, they did not simply take the dispute as a con-
frontation over the manner of governance but rather consumed it as a form of en-
tertainment. That is the reason for the public’s approval of the financial regulations
which allowed severe restriction of players’ right. The League’s rhetoric of sport
was more persuasive to the public than the FA’s rhetoric of business.

In the end, the FA and the League compromised permitting the regulations to
be maintained with only slight modification. In addition, the claim of Sutcliffe, who
took the initiative in the dispute, resembled the ideas of collectivism, which recog-
nized the need for governmental intervention in the market. In this way, the finan-
cial dispute in the football world paralleled social change in turn-of-the-century
England.

Moreover, as the coverage in the media grew overheated, the financial dispute
became a social problem. The Times and Manchester Guardian reported the finan-
cial dispute as did the sporting papers, and even people who had no special in-
terest in football became involved in the dispute. In summary, the financial dispute
was not just a problem about the governance of the world of football; it was a
matter that concerned the general idea of governance. Therefore, it can be said
that football operated as a kind of “circuit” on which the new idea of governance
infiltrated into English society.
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