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A Reconsideration of Central Asian History Centered on the
Silk-Road Theory, In Light of Takao Moriyasu’s Criticism

by
Mano Eiji

In the 1960’s a view of Central Asian history based on the Silk-Road theory
maintained a dominant position in the academic world in Japan. Hisao Matsuda was
the advocate of the theory and emphasized the importance of the Silk-Road, a con-
duit for cultural and material exchange between the East and the West, for the
people of Central Asia. Matsuda argued that the economy of oasis cities in Central
Asia depended heavily on the caravan-trade conducted along the Silk Road.
According to Matsuda’s theory, agriculture was only secondary in the region.

In the late 1970’s A History of Central Asia by the author of this paper was pub-
lished criticizing Matsuda's view. The author questioned whether the value of Silk
Road for the people of Central Asia was truly so great. He argued that agriculture
was more important than the caravan trade. The book gave rise to academic dis-
putes in Japan. The disputes revolved around how the value of the Silk Road for
the people in Central Asia should be estimated. The dispute never reached a con-
clusion, but this author's view seems to have gained the upper hand in the in-
tervening thirty years. However, Takao Moriyasu's The Silk-Road and the Tang-
Dynasty, which appeared in 2007, severely criticized the views of this author.
Moriyasu appears to wish to revive Matsuda’s theory.

This paper counters Moriyasu's criticism from many points of view and reaf-
firms this author’s earlier position.
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