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A Study of Shu tong wen ¥[F]C and the Qin Dynasty Policy of
“Standardization of Written Language”

by

YAMADA Takahito

Among the several policies instituted by the Qin dynasty (defined for purposes
of this article as the period from the unification of the China by Qin Shi Huang in
B.C. 221 to the downfall of the Qin state) was one that later came to be known as
the policy of the “standardization of written characters.” The reality of the policy
of “standardization of written characters” is generally understood as an attempt
“to make the style of the Qin State the standard form for written characters.”
However, there have been many objections to this interpretation and no definite
conclusion has been reached on the point. This article aims to resolve this issue.

First, I have analyzed the phrases shu fong wen ZEF]3L and shu tong ming EF]
% (both of which are taken from works of the Warring States period, prior to the
Qin dynasty) that are sources of the phrase shu tong wen zi 5 [F 3L that sym-
bolized the Qin dynasty policy of “standardization of written characters.”

As a result, I have made clear that these phrases both mean a “determination
that there should be unity in the conception of individual discretion in scribal writ-
ten language and in the representation of it.” Moreover, I point out that the idea
of standardizing the written language had already existed among the thinkers of
Warring States Period.

Next, based on this conclusion, I preceded to examine the policy of the “stan-
dardization of written characters” of the Qin Dynasty.

I first analyzed the prerequisites for “standardization of characters.” I concluded
that three essential elements were required: (1) standardization of social usage,
(2) standardization of the relationship between linguistic units and their written
representation, (3) standardization of the system as a language. Next, I analyzed
the policy regarding the written language chiefly on the basis of data from written
materials excavated from the period of the Qin dynasty. As a result, I confirmed
that Qin Dynasty policy on the standardization of characters corresponded to poli-
cy that would implement conditions (2) and (3) above, and that the unification of
China had brought about condition (1). Given the above, it is clear that the policy

(781)



of Qin dynasty can correctly be called a policy of the “standardization of written
characters.”

What then are the points of similarity and difference between the Warring-
States-period phrases shu fong wen (writing matches the text) and shu tong ming
(writing matches the name) and the Qin dynasty policy of standardizing written
characters? First, they are similar in that both aimed at standardization of the
written scribal language. The difference was that in contrast to the earlier terms
which indicated the “de-facto standard,” a recognition of reality, the latter was the
stipulation of a “de-jure standard” that was to be enforced by political authority.
On the basis of this difference, the Qin dynasty policy of the standardization of
written characters was the visualization of the rule of Qin dynasty itself, and the
control of the routes by which information flowed by standardization of the written
language was an important element supporting the rule of the Qin empire.

Peacemaking in 13th-Century Iceland:
A Consideration of the Submission to Norwegian Kingship

by

MATSUMOTO Sayaka

Iceland was settled mainly by Norwegian Vikings in the period ¢.870-¢.930.
Towards the end of this period, settlers established laws and an assembly system.
They kept Iceland’s ‘independent’ status until 1262/64, at which time Icelanders
swore to pay tribute and submit to the king in Norway. Subsequently, the country
was under foreign rule until the foundation of the republic in 1944. In the 19th and
early 20th centuries, under the influence of the struggle for independence, the
society that had existed during the period ¢.930-1262 began to be called pjodveldi,
usually translated as ‘the Commonwealth’ or ‘the Free State’. It was thought of as
a ‘commonwealth’ composed of free farmers, who refused the rule of any king.
Since then, the Icelandic Commonwealth Period has been praised as a golden age,
while the period under foreign rule was thought of as an Icelandic dark age. There
was a tendency to revise such a nationalistic view in the 1970s as the Sagas
(prose stories written in Old Norse in the 12th-14th centuries) began to be re-
evaluated as historical sources, but little attention has been paid to the period
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