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fore the contracts of submission and gradually expanded this power and authority
towards the end of 13th century. Even so, the process does not appear to have
been an entirely one-sided initiative on the part of the monarchy, but was also the
result of selection by Icelanders themselves. Accordingly, we can consider the
situation of 13th century Iceland as developing through interaction with the
Norwegian monarchy, and inherent within the shift toward submission was a grad-
ual transformation in the peacemaking system.

On the State of Local Educational Administration in
Changsha, Hunan during the Late Qing:
With a Special Focus on the Opposition between
Commissioner of Education Wu Qingchi and Educational Reformers

by

MivAHARA Yoshiaki

This article is an attempt to clarify the special character of the modernization of
Chinese education by taking Changsha in Hunan as the object of study and examin-
ing the opposition of the governor ‘E and gentry f over local educational adminis-
trative policy in the years between 1906 and 1909 (from the 32nd year of the
Guangxu Y5i# era to the first year of Xuantong EF% era.)

The fundamental stance of Wu Qingchi % B2, the educational commissioner
R54% in Hunan was grounded in Confucian ethics with the aim of faithfully main-
taining the Qing system. Wu Qingchi appointed the reformists Tan Yankai 7% JE R
and Zeng Xi &EE and the conservatives Zhao Qilin #7% % and Feng Xiren /E$71=
to the provincial office of education Z=#525HT as provincial educational advisors i
## in order to broadly reflect the range of opinions of the people of Hunan on edu-
cational administrative policy. In addition, he appointed Wang Xiangian T 5E5E, a
conservative member of the gentry who had great influence on the Hunan gentry,
chief advisor i of provincial education in order to rein in the reformists. Armed
with this array of officials in the provincial office, Wu Qingchi strengthened his
management of the public and private schools of the province.

The educational reformists were conscious of the problem that their opinions
were neither reflected in the decision making process on educational policy nor in
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the operation of the public schools in the educational administrative policy of the
provincial educational commissioner Wu Qingchi after 1906. For this reason, the
reformers sought to take measures that did not conflict with Qing dynasty restric-
tions in order to achieve their ends and proposed bills concerned with education in
the provincial assembly #&7 /5 that opened in 1909. The bills proposed that the
chief educational advisor and the provincial educational advisors, i.e. the reformist
gentry, take an active part in the decision making process on educational policy
and that the authority of the Hunan General Association of Education i E# % #%
£ be strengthened. The reformists viewed the General Association of Education
as a body of experts on educational issues and hoped that the association would
function as more than a mere prop for educational administration and would in-
stead intervene positively in the governor’s administration of education.

In response to these bills, the governor was in fundamental agreement with the
reformers and displayed willingness to compromise. However, the reformers re-
mained conscious of the problems in provincial commissioner’s educational adminis-
tration, and in regard to the question of attaining the educational goal of emphasiz-
ing practical education, there was no agreement reached between the educational
reformers and the governor. For his part, the governor relied on the regulations
of the Ministry of Education and advocated an educational administrative policy
that centered on loyalty to rulers and respect for Confucianism in order to protect
the Qing system. Moreover, it became clear that there was a difference of opinion
between the governor and the reformists in regard to the Hunan General Associa-
tion of Education. The reformers saw the Association as group of educational spe-
cialists and considered its role as central to the public schools. In contrast, the
governor sought to eliminate the Association from involvement in educational
administration on the grounds that it did not represent all of those involved in the
public schools. In this way the attempt of the educational reformers to intervene
in the governor’s educational administration failed.
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