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The Establishment of Dong Qichang’s Authority as Seen in his Project
to Publish Ink Rubbings as Models of Exemplary Calligraphy

by

MASUDA Tomoyuki

The publishing of models of exemplary calligraphy, which played a critical role in
the diffusion of culture of calligraphy, experienced explosive growth as it spread
throughout the Jiangnan region after the Wan-li era, but this had been preceded by
the efforts of the Wen clan of Suzhou in the Jia-jing era. In this article, I explicate
the historical reality of a series of publications of exemplary calligraphic models of
Dong Qichang of Songjiang, which superseded those of the Wen clan, and whose
publication reached a peak during the period from the latter half of the Wan-li era
until the last of the Ming dynasty, and I also examine how this influenced the
establishment of the authority of Dong Qichang.

I first consider the compiling and publishing of collections of Dong Qichang’s
own calligraphy such as the Baodingzhai fashu, Shuzhongtang tie, Shuzhongtang
xutie, and Laizhonglou fashu by the Dong clan of Songjiang. The various models of
exemplary calligraphy that appeared as the fruit of the publishing activities of the
Dong clan served as an alternative means of social intercourse, as standards for
appraising forgeries as serialized publications, and even as models exhibiting a con-
scious of copyright, and thus they differed completely from the traditional exem-
plary models of calligraphy. They were a new type of exemplary calligraphy model
designed to promote a specific individual. Previous studies of Dong Qichang have
simply stressed his laxity in tolerating the creation of forgeries. However, this
reputation for having an attitude that might even be judged as “promoting forger-
ies” was in fact confirmed by the publication of exemplary models. With the in-
creasing popularity of Dong Qichang’s calligraphy, including his forgeries, he em-
ployed a ghost writer to create forgeries on the one hand and had his authentic
calligraphy published as exemplary models by his clan over which he had complete
control on the other. This “flood of forgeries” and “production of calligraphic stan-
dards (exemplary models)” were the two rails upon which the authority of Dong
Qichang was advanced. In addition, Dong Qichang established in this writings on
calligraphy the opposition between the Yunjian (Songjiang) school to which he be-
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longed and the Wu (Suzhou) school to which Wen Zhengming and Zhu Yunming
belonged. Furthermore, in order to prove the superiority of the Yunjian school, he
became deeply involved in publishing the Chonglanguan tie and other exemplary
models that extolled the Yunjian school.

Next, I consider the relationship of Dong Qichang to contemporary figures from
Huizhou who were active in the art market through their project to publish exem-
plary models of calligraphy. Dong Qichang developed a cooperative relationship
with those in Huizhou who systematically purchased famous calligraphic works of
historical figures and published them as exemplary models of calligraphy. Wang
Xizhi's Chenggingtang tie, which was included in Qingjiantang tie, published by Wu
Zhen, was inscribed on the order of Dong Qichang. One can also trace the spread
of Dong Qichang’s project to publish exemplary calligraphy models in his relations
to these people in Huizhou.

In essence, Dong Qichang’s project to publish exemplary calligraphy models was
carried out under a well-planned, strategic concept. Dong Qichang succeeded in
establishing the “Dong Qichang Brand” by publishing his own manuals and writings
on calligraphy as well as popular calligraphic models and artfully employing a web
of unique human relationships that he had developed.

The Ideological Role of Pure Land Buddhism in Regions where the
True Pure Land Sect Dominated in the Early Modern Period:
The Case of the Memorial Service for Whales

by

UENO Daisuke

In this paper I examine the Pure Land (Jodoshu) and True Pure Land (Jodo
Shinshu) sects in Choshu Mae Otsu-Saihan &1 87 /< # 22 ¥ region and evaluate
their ideological function as a Buddhist component supporting early modern socie-
ty.

We know that the Jodo Shinshu held sway in this area on the basis of the per-
centage of temples, believers, and the variety of religious rites conducted therein.
This was due to the spread of the Shin sect after the middle of the 16th century
and the formation of a bond of unity developed between groups of adherents and
their local temples.
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