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For them Lithuanian was just the language of the rustic populace. Thus there was
a gap between their interest in history, which was the past of the nobles and the
intellectuals, and their interest in language, which was not used by them. But
some members, such as Kazimierz Kontrym, promoted the use of Lithuanian as a
literary and educational language for Lithuanian-speaking people. Additionally, the
members showed no interest in the language or history of the Eastern Slavs in the
former Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

The following are the conclusions of this article: the members of Towarzystwo
Szubrawcéw had a concept of the nation that would be open to all classes including
the peasantry, but they thought of integrating the non-ruling classes into the
Polish-language community through improvement of their circumstances and
education in Polish. This nation would have been a community built on the region
of the former Grand Duchy of Lithuania or of the former Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth, united by the Polish language, but could have been multilingual with
Polish culture reigning as the high culture. In any case, it differs from the concept
of the class-defined nation of the early modern age, and from the conception of the
linguistically homogeneous nation consisting of all classes, which began to gain
popularity in the second half of the 19th century. Thus it is possible to say that
there was diversity in the formation of modern nations in Eastern Europe.

Furui Yoshimi and the Sino-Japanese LT Trade Negotiations in 1968
by
Lu Xueying

In November 1962, through the efforts of Mtumura Kenzo and other pro-
Chinese members in the Liberal Democratic Party, the Memorandum on Japan-
China Overall Trade (LT Trade) was signed. The agreement, also known as Semi-
governmental Trade Agreement, improved the Sino-Japanese political, economical
relationship and stimulated unofficial personal exchanges. However, the Sato
Cabinet adopted a confrontational approach to China, and China also hardened its
attitude toward Japan under the influence of the Great Cultural Revolution. Sino-
Japanese relations began to deteriorate rapidly. That situation overshadowed the
talks on the LT trade, which was to be expired at the end of 1967. The tough
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negotiations (February and March 1968) resulted in a replacement of a five-year
trade agreement with a single-year one. The name was also changed into the
MT(Memorandum Trade).

It would be safe to say that the presence of Furui Yoshimi was crucial to this
MT agreement. Without the painful effort of Furui, who had proved himself as a
key player in the pro-Chinese group, the trade negotiations would have failed.
During the talks, the blistering attack from the Chinese side put Furui in an ex-
tremely awkward position. Seeing that even reaching agreement on the
communiqué was too difficult to achieve, some members of the negotiation team
proposed that the Japanese delegation suspend the talks and return home. Never-
theless, in order to protect the fragile connection between China and Japan, Furui
continued his utmost effort to the end.

A great deal of research works have been done on the role of the pro-Chinese
group in the development of postwar Sino-Japanese relations and trade nego-
tiations. However, in these previous works, the leading role of Furui has not been
fully explored. Moreover, the process of the trade negotiations 1968 has not been
discussed in detail. Using the original Furui Yoshimi's documents provided by the
Furui family to the Faculty of Letters, Kyoto University, this study reappraises
the Sino-Japanese LT trade negotiations in 1968.

This article emphasizes the following two points. Firstly, by comparing the atti-
tudes to China of the Sato Cabinet with those of Matsumura, Furui and other pro-
China persons, this article sheds light on the difference between them. Secondly,
though Furui and other pro-Chinese members were criticized for their diplomatic
policy being “too timid” ( “Dogeza gaiko” ) by the hawks in the LDP, they strug-
gled to keep and preserve the LT route. The main purpose of this paper is to de-
pict the role of the pro-Chinese group in the LDP, who acted to improve Sino-
Japanese relations via the LT route. This route was different from official route
and has not been fully investigated in previous studies.

The MT trade did not account for a large share in the Sino-Japanese trade, so it
might be of little economic importance. However, as Furui himself pointed out, it
had political and diplomatic significance. In the 1960s, even the left-wing parties or
groups could not keep close connections with China. People supporting the LT
route became the only link between Japan and China and later they played an im-
portant role in the Sino-Japanese diplomatic normalization. Even after the MT
negotiations had settled, those who involved in the MT trade were in dire straits
because of the changing international situation surrounding China and the de-
terioration of Sino-Japanese relations. Furui continued fighting mostly alone in
order to keep the Sino-Japanese fragile relationship, even when it was on the
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verge of collapse. Throughout this period, Furui, who succeeded the position of
Matsumura, established firm status as the focal figure in Sino-Japanese nego-
tiations. And, for all difficulties, he became a key person in an improvement of
Sino-Japanese relations. The presence of Furui was vital to Japan, which later took
a large step toward the diplomatic normalization with China.
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