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der dreifachen Stadtstruktur Berlins stand. AbschlieBend versuche ich das
Verhiltnis zwischen der Bewertung Bruno Tauts in der Geschichtswissenschaft
und der Architektur und dem Wandel der Berliner Gesellschaft nach dem Zweiten
Weltkrieg zu analysieren, um so die Ergebnisse dieses Artikels in langer Perspek-
tive bis hinein in die Gegenwart zu betrachten.

Emergence of the Discourse of Global Environmental Crisis in
the British Empire between the Wars

by

MizuNo Shoko

This study examines the way in which the discourse of global environmental cri-
sis emerged and spread in the British Empire between the Wars, and also identi-
fies the nature of this discourse. In the field of environmental history, the proc-
esses by which and how far environments have changed on a global basis has been
a main concern. Most historians agree that the empire had a major impact on such
environmental changes. Meanwhile, the questions how and why anxiety about the
global environment were widespread have not yet been answered. In this article, I
mainly deal with the arguments among colonial scientists of environmental deg-
radation, such as soil erosion and desiccation, not only within the empire but also
in the rest of the world.

In the first part of this study, I observe the progression of desiccation theory. I
use the term ‘desiccation theory'to incorporate a large body of ideas centred on
the connections between deforestation on the one hand, and increased erosion,
flooding and overall aridity of land and climate on the other. This theory had been
advocated mostly by the members of the Indian Forest Service since the late
nineteenth century. They recognized desiccation as a phenomenon particular to
tropical and subtropical conditions, but they began to understand that desiccation
could happen anywhere in the world after the First World War.

There follows an analysis of the discussion about ‘the encroachment of the
Sahara’, which had effects on the discourse of global environmental crisis. Through
this discussion, I explore how desiccation theory was interpreted by ecologists,
geographers, agriculturalists, soil scientists and so on. At the same time, [ seek to
indicate that colonial scientists came to share ideas concerning the relationship be-
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tween man and nature. They had realized that human agency rather than climate
was the determining factor in the process of desiccation. This awareness led them
to regard desiccation as a universal phenomenon.

Then I shed light on the ‘Dust Bowl’, large-scale dust storms and soil erosion
on the Great Plains, which had an exceptionally dire impact on the world in the
1930s. Most scientists in the United States considered the Dust Bowl not as a
symptom of global environmental crisis but as a national disaster. However, colo-
nial scientists in the British Empire took this disastrous case as an example of the
same kind of problem that was widespread in the empire. They also used it to
suggest that man could induce soil erosion in any part of the world. In this sense,
they took a leading role in globalizing consciousness of the threat of desiccation.

Finally, I elucidate the essential ideas that were embedded in the discourse of
global environmental crisis. It was recognized that these areas suffered from artifi-
cially induced soil erosion and desiccation was expanding around the world. Addi-
tionally, it was realized that the loss of soil on a global scale resulted in damage to
food production necessary to support an increasing population. We can find here
that man’s injurious effect on nature was generalized. Colonial scientists insisted
that this relationship between man and nature should be revised in order to avoid
the decline of civilization in the near future. '

This article points out the particular contribution of colonial scientists to the e-
mergence of the discourse of global environmental crisis. In the present day, glob-
al environmental problems are one of the most urgent issues in international socie-
ty. At the international agencies where global environmental matters are dis-
cussed, generalized environmentalism advocated by professional scientists has a
strong influence on national and local policies, economy and culture. We often see
that indigenous people were excluded from decision making on environmental
programs, because they were seen as the very cause of environmental degrada-
tion, especially in developing countries. In the face of this problem, more and
more work will be required to reveal the process whereby global environmental-
ism was established and the engagement of colonial scientists in it.
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