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The Transformation of Arrowheads in the Early and Middle
Kofun Period

by

KAWAHATA Jun

Iron and bronze arrowheads were buried in tombs throughout the Kofun period
and it has been thought that they may provide an indication of the date of tumuli.
In order to determine precisely when the tumuli were build, it is necessary to
elucidate the transformation of arrowheads and clarify when a particular arrowhead
shape was made. However, chronological studies, particularly of the early Kofun
period, are inadequate.

In this paper, I have aimed to establish the chronology of iron and bronze arro-
wheads in the early and middle Kofun period (from the middle third century to the
late fifth century). First, I classified the arrowheads into 54 types based on the
way an arrowhead is attached to an arrow and their shapes. Second, I divided 10
types into several subtypes that indicate different times of production. Third, I
proved that the difference in subtypes really indicates a difference in the time of
the production since the changes in subtype coincide with those in other funerary
objects. I referred to many objects, such as Bronze mirrors with triangular rim
and design of deities and animals, Japanese copies of them, Japanese Bronze mir-
rors, hoe-shaped bracelets, Cylindrical bronze objects and iron cuirass and so on.
Fourth, I showed that in 28 tumuli that had a wide variety of assemblages of arrow-
heads and the other objects there is a correlation between the transformations of
several varieties of the 10 types and the changes of the types and assemblages of
the other objects. Through these examinations, I proved the rise and decline of all
forms of arrowheads, establishing four stages of arrowheads through the early and
middle Kofun period (phase I to IV).

Then, I considered the systems of manufacture and distribution through a com-
parison of the entire assemblage and individual assemblages. For the purpose of
this study, the entire assemblage means all types of arrowheads that existed at
any one stage and an individual assemblage means the complex of arrowheads
buried in any one tumulus. At phase I and II the entire assemblage consists of
many shapes and individual assemblages from each tumulus differ greatly. At
phase III the number of the shapes included in the entire assemblage decreases
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and the individual assemblages become uniform. The entire and individual assemb-
lages begin to resemble one another. At phase IV the tendency grows more pro-
nounced. The number of shapes included in the entire assemblage diminishes
more, and individual assemblages are standardized. The entire and individual
assemblages closely resemble one another. In short, in spite of the introduction of
new arrowhead shapes at each stage, the number of shapes gradually diminishes.
The changes in shapes and assemblages occurred at the time approaching the uni-
formity of phase IV. Consequently, arrowhead style had been standardized since
the early fourth century (phase II). For this reason I think that until the beginning
of the fourth century (phase I) the manufacturing system varied and distribution
system was limited. Then, the manufacturing system had been united and the dis-
tribution system spread its boundaries step by step from the early fourth century
(phase II).

The unity of manufacturing system and the widening of the distribution system,
which started in the early fourth century, occurred simultaneously with introduc-
tion of early types of iron cuirass (fatehagiita kawatosi tanko and houkeiban kawa-
toji tanko), which are thought to have been distributed by the central polity of
ancient Japan. New forms of arrowheads that were adopted early in the fourth
century and late fourth century (phase II-III) were frequently associated with
these iron cuirass. Consequently I surmise that the innovation of shapes and
assemblages and the expansion of the manufacturing and distribute systems of
arrowheads were promoted by the central polity of ancient Japan.

Orator and Emperor in Tetrarchic Gaul: The Connection
between Court and Provincials in Panegyrici Latini

by
NISHIMURA Masahiro

This article focuses on Latin panegyrics from the late 3rd to early 4th centuries
that are preserved in the corpus of XII Panegyrici Latini. A panegyric is a lauda-
tory speech that is designed to be delivered on festive occasions for dignitaries
and (especially) emperors. XII Panegyrici Latini contains 12 panegyrics by the
Younger Pliny, Pacatus, Claudius Mamertinus, Nazarius, Eumenius of Autun, and
other anonymous orators. Eight of these are concentrated in the years 289-313
and were delivered by Gallic rhetors mainly in Trier to praise imperial
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