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A Fundamental Consideration of the
“Educational Reforms” of 728 and 730

by

KuwaTtA Kuniya

The reformation of the academic system in the years Jinki 5 (728) and Tenpyo 2
(730) has been seen as important in establishing the basic structure of the ancient
academic system by previous scholars. However, there has been no scholarly con-
sensus on what actually occurred in each of those years. In addition, there re-
mains a need to further examine the character and the background of the reform.
This study first examines the pertinent facts in the case. As a result, it has be-
come clear that in Jinki 5 two 7itsugaku hakase (professors of law) and four chokko
(lecturers on Confucianism) were assigned to the Daigakuryo and that by Tenpyo
2 places for one monjo gakushi (scholar of literature), ten myobosho (students of
law), and twenty monjosho (students of literature) had been set up. In addition, I
point out that the establishment of the fokugosho (scholarship student) system was
first planned for the Daigakuryo alone, but this was revised so it could be applied
to the Onmyoryo and the Tenyakuryo. I next examined the character and back-
ground of the reform. As a result of this examination, I found that the reform of
Jinki 5 revised the law, but had little actual effect on existing extra-legal education-
al officials and in the background of the reform of Tenpyo 2 was the failure of the
Daigakuryo, Onmyoryo and Tenyakuryo to function as an educational system to
produce technically qualified officials.

The Ming's Early Military Policy toward the
Mongols and Its Consequences

by
TaNII Yoko

Although the Mongol empire had been able to conquer China, the Ming dynasty
could not subdue the Mongols by military means. This fact was chiefly due to the
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