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A Fundamental Consideration of the
“Educational Reforms” of 728 and 730

by

KuwaTtA Kuniya

The reformation of the academic system in the years Jinki 5 (728) and Tenpyo 2
(730) has been seen as important in establishing the basic structure of the ancient
academic system by previous scholars. However, there has been no scholarly con-
sensus on what actually occurred in each of those years. In addition, there re-
mains a need to further examine the character and the background of the reform.
This study first examines the pertinent facts in the case. As a result, it has be-
come clear that in Jinki 5 two 7itsugaku hakase (professors of law) and four chokko
(lecturers on Confucianism) were assigned to the Daigakuryo and that by Tenpyo
2 places for one monjo gakushi (scholar of literature), ten myobosho (students of
law), and twenty monjosho (students of literature) had been set up. In addition, I
point out that the establishment of the fokugosho (scholarship student) system was
first planned for the Daigakuryo alone, but this was revised so it could be applied
to the Onmyoryo and the Tenyakuryo. I next examined the character and back-
ground of the reform. As a result of this examination, I found that the reform of
Jinki 5 revised the law, but had little actual effect on existing extra-legal education-
al officials and in the background of the reform of Tenpyo 2 was the failure of the
Daigakuryo, Onmyoryo and Tenyakuryo to function as an educational system to
produce technically qualified officials.

The Ming's Early Military Policy toward the
Mongols and Its Consequences

by
TaNII Yoko

Although the Mongol empire had been able to conquer China, the Ming dynasty
could not subdue the Mongols by military means. This fact was chiefly due to the
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differences in military conditions. Because it was extremely difficult for the
Chinese to manage occupied areas in the steppes, the Ming could not expand its
territory into Mongolia, and found it difficult even to maintain military bases there.
For that reason, when Ming forces took the offensive, her troops always had to
march off to distant enemy targets. On such occasions, the Ming troops had to be
supplied over great distances from their own territory because little food could be
obtained in the enemy’s land.

These conditions restricted the military operations of the Ming. Her armies had
to defeat the enemy in a short period and turn back immediately before their pro-
visions would run out. When they failed to capture the enemy, they had no choice
but to retreat in vain to their own territory. Even if they fought and won a battle,
they could not pursue the defeated enemy for any great distance. Accordingly, it
was practically impossible for them to press the enemy. Moreover, if they went
too deep into enemy territory, they could not expect to be sent reinforcements
and faced the danger of annihilation. Li Wenzhong 253 who gained a victory in
1372 narrowly achieved his objective, but Qiu Fu & suffered a crushing defeat
in 1409, although both men had carried out similar plans of operation.

The Yongle Emperor 7k #5% made expeditions into Mongolia five times. His
tactics did not differ much from those of Li Wenzhong or Qiu Fu. But he and his
ministers devised a plan that would guarantee victory if their army could capture
the enemy. They decided to send an overwhelmingly large army and to secure
sufficient supplies, and took all possible measures to put the plan into practice.
The Yongle Emperor succeeded in doing a certain amount of damage to his ene-
mies on the first and second expeditions, although unable to deal a decisive blow.
However, expenditures for the war threw his government into financial trouble,
and labor service imposed on the people was so heavy that it severely impover-
ished the countryside. His last expedition ended in stalemate mainly due to a lack
of war supplies. As the Mongolian leaders who had once yielded to him regained
their strength, the Yongle Emperor’s attempts turned out to have been fruitless.

Thus it was proved that a military campaign from Ming territory into Mongolia
was useless. After the Yongle Emperor’s death, his successors concentrated their
strategy on defense. The military establishments on the northern frontier which
the Hongwu Emperor #:357 had built up were maintained and further developed.
When the Ming troops stood on the defensive, they were never at a military dis-
advantage and their strong fortresses kept the enemy at bay. Though Mongols
could not be conquered by the Ming even when Mongol peoples were in disunity
and a weakened state, they could not conquer the Ming even after they became
unified and powerful. From there on, the military strength of the Ming and that of
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Mongols remained in balance on the whole, and this state continued until the Qing
dynasty conquered both China and Mongolia in the 17th century.

Throughout the Ming period, the emperors and their governments had to main-
tain their defenses on the northern border at great cost. Particularly, after it be-
came apparent that such a defense framework would be permanent, they were
obliged to devise methods to reduce defense costs and put imperial finances on a
firm basis. These methods occupied a large part of administration of the Ming.
Consegquently, the military balance between the Ming and Mongols began to influ-
ence all aspects of Ming policy.

The Policy towards Koreans in Japan and the Repatriation Project to
North Korea in the 1950s: Development of the Return
Movement and Changes in the Repatriation Plan

by
Kuroxkawa Seiko

With the restoration of "sovereignty in Apr. 28, 1952, Japanese government
established a legal framework centered on the Immigration Control Act and the
Alien Register Law on the basis of the experience under the allied occupation.
However, this system which was based on forced repatriation and control of res-
ident aliens ground to a halt in the face of the South Korean government’s refusal
to accept repatriates and the struggle for the human right to a livelihood by Min-
sen (the United Democratic Front of Korea in Japan). The problem of repatriation
of Koreans in Japan to North Korea had emerged around the time of the armistice
agreement of Korean War in 1953, and it seemed to offer a solution to a difficult
situation, but at the same time it threatened to exacerbate tensions with South
Korea and pique the wariness of Koreans in Japan. From this standpoint, the
Japanese government recognized the need to play an inconspicuous role in the re-
patriation process that would deflect domestic and foreign criticism. Faced with
demands from opposition parties, the Japanese government explored the possibil-
ity of bilateral negotiations with North Korea through the meditation of the
Japanese Red Cross Society. The Red Cross proposed in the telegram to the
North Korean Red Cross Society in Jan. 6, 1954 to aid the resident Koreans in
Japan by repatriating them using the ships and routes that had been used to re-
patriate Japanese nationals from the Korean Peninsula.
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