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framework of its diplomatic policy. The government whose policy regarding
Koreans in Japan had seemed to have reached an impasse arrived at a tentative
solution without responding to the demands of the movement by Korean residents
or by modifying its basic policy towards Koreans in Japan.

The Formation of an Antagonistic Conservative-Progressive Axis
in Postwar Okinawa: Focusing on the Process toward
Reformist Joint Struggle in the Early 1960s

by
SAKURAZAWA Makoto

The purpose of this paper is to show clearly how Okinawa under U.S. military
occupation was subsumed into the conservative-progressive antagonism in postwar
Japan during the cold war. More specifically, I examine the role played by the
Council for the Reversion of Okinawa Prefecture to the Fatherland (CROPF),
formed in April, 1960, in the political realignment. In Okinawa, thereafter the an-
tagonistic conservative-progressive axis of Conservative Party versus the three
reformist parties became a fixed battle line.

In the context of the campaign against the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty on the
mainland, CROPF was formed out of a sense of crisis that the Okinawa problem
was being made light of. When CROPF was formed, the Okinawa Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (OLDP) did not participate, rejecting the mass movement. Three par-
ties (the Okinawa Socialist Masses Party (OSMP), the Okinawa People’s Party,
and the Okinawa Socialist Party) that were joined together in CROPF were in
mutual opposition to one another. Moreover, since OSMP held a position close to
that of the OLDP, it was not considered progressive. A monolithic leftist block did
not exist at the time of formation of the CROPF. In the late 1950s, the mainland
political parties began to strengthen their involvement in Okinawa. Given the im-
pact of this situation, it is necessary to recognize that reversion movement of the
1960s as a part of a greater process that transformed the reversion movement
into a progressive one. It is necessary to examine the process in which three par-
ties cooperated. When examined on the basis of such an awareness of the issues,
it becomes clear that the creation of joint struggle movement in the Naha mayoral
election in December, 1961 was particularly important.

CROPF adopted the policy in Okinawa of acting as a nonpartisan organization.
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The Okinawa Teachers Association (OTA), which had been at the center of
movement from the 1950s, supported this policy. The OTA worked in tandem
with the Okinawa Youth Association in the reversion movement. This was due to
the fact that younger teachers, in particular, tended to belong to both organiza-
tions. They played an important role because they were intimately tied to local
communities. It was necessary for the CROPF to avoid making clear enemies, in-
cluding the Okinawa conservative forces as well. Therefore, the groups assembled
in CROPF formed another organization in the case of elections. The dual antago-
nistic conservative-progressive axes in the reversion movement and in elections
materialized in the Naha mayoral election. As the OTA reacted negatively to
creating a new organization, the labor unions within CROPF became the driving
force of the movement. The effect of land problems had caused the U.S. military
to change its governing policy, and the leading labor unions had been formed by
the end of the 1950s. Under the influence of a labor union, OSMP came to define
itself as a progressive party.

Moreover, the formation of this axis in 1961 had major significance as a premise
for cooperation with mainland leftist, progressive forces. The conservative parties
and reformist political parties that existed on the mainland became linked with
their counterparts in Okinawa. The three parties that were united in CROPF were
progressive, reformist political parties, and it was the progressive forces that sup-
ported the reversion movement that formed the framework that materialized in
Okinawa.
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