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The Execution of Lucianus comes Orientis
by

NacuMo Taisuke

Lucianus (PLRE 1 =LVCIANVS 6) was executed in early spring 395 A.D. by
Rufinus (PLRE 1 = Flavius Rufinus 18) praefectus praetorio Orientis, the praetorian
prefect of the East.

Lucianus became comes Orientis, the prefect of Oriens, in 393 A.D. According
to the description by Zosimus — a historian in the later fifth or early sixth century
who is our only source of information about the execution of Lucianus, Lucianus
gained this position by yielding up to Rufinus the most valuable of his possessions.
Having governed the diocese of Oriens, Lucianus was praised for his leadership,
justice, moderation, law-abiding nature and many other virtues. However, one
day, he rejected an illegal demand by Eucherius (PLRE 1 = Flavius Eucherius 2)
the granduncle of the young emperor Arcadius, and Eucherius complained to the
emperor. Arcadius then declared Rufinus responsible for Lucianus’ actions, as the
former was the latter’s patron, and this statement by the emperor infuriated Rufi-
nus. As a result, Rufinus rushed to Antioch, where Lucianus resided, and having
entered the city in the middle of the night immediately executed him.

This incident has long been interpreted as an example of the close relationship
between emperors and bureaucrats in the Later Roman Empire — the so-called
patronage or patron-client relationship. In fact, patronage is generally considered
one of the most characteristic social practices that tied important individuals to one
another in the Early Roman Empire. In the Early Empire, the emperor stood at
the top of these patron-client networks as princeps. On the other hand, in the
Byzantine Empire, the successor state of the Roman Empire, the emperor existed
as the sole superior and absolute ruler, or dominus. The different character of the
two types of ‘Roman’ Emperors indicates one of the remarkable transformations of
the Roman to the Byzantine Empire. It also signifies important changes in the
governmental structure of the Later Roman Empire in the form of a transforma-
tion of the basis of the authority of the bureaucrats who supported the emperors.
However, the process involved in this change in the Later Roman Empire has not
been adequately analyzed.
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In this article, I analyze this process of change by focusing on the relationships
between emperors and bureaucrats, such as that seen in the incident mentioned
above, with a careful and in-depth consideration of the political and social circum-
stances surrounding them. In addition to reconfirming the chronology of this in-
cident, my analysis first makes clear that the patronage between the emperors
and bureaucrats in the Later Roman Empire was not as important as has been
considered by many scholars. Furthermore, with regard to this incident, the pa-
tronage of the emperors hardly functioned as the basis of bureaucratic authority.
The execution of Lucianus therefore cannot be regarded as a typical example in-
dicating the close relationship between emperors and bureaucrats. Secondly, by
carefully studying contemporary literary sources —Zosimus, Libanius (the rhetor),
and Symmachus (the senator)— it is evident that the most important factors form-
ing the basis of influence and authority of the bureaucrats were their personal
qualities. Contemporary writers emphasized the excellent personal qualities of the
bureaucrats in their writing, as in the cases of Rufinus and Lucianus. This fact
shows that the dominant factors determining the source of the power of the
bureaucrats in the Later Roman Empire were their personal qualities and good
character, rather than the patronage of the emperors.

Although individualism is said to have been one of the significant characteristics
of the Byzantine world, my analysis from this point of view will surely be highly
suggestive in grasping the process of change from the Roman to the Byzantine
Empire.

Pouvoir dynastique et tribus nomades au nord du Maroc au XV® siécle:
Sur la formation d'un groupe tribal dit «Sawiyyah»

par
SHINODA Tomoaki

Le Maroc de la premiére moitié du XV® siécle a vu la décadence marinide et la
guerre civile endémique I'accompagnant. Cette situation du pouvoir central a non
seulement créé une accélération du démembrement de l'ordre tribal déja en cours
dans cette région, mais aussi sa recomposition. Notre hypothése est que l'appari-
tion du groupe tribal dit Sawiyyah y a contribué de maniére importante. Cet article
a pour objet d’éclaircir les étapes de la formation de ce groupe 2 travers ses inter-
ventions militaires dans les incidents politiques de I'époque.
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