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On the Togoku Policy of Hashiba Hideyoshi during the Second
Decade of the Tenshd Era: Focusing on the General Truce,
Sobuyi, of Hideyoshi and Ieyasu

by
OsHITA Shigetoshi

The aim of this article is to clarify the content of Hideyoshi's policy toward the
eastern provinces, togoku seisaku, and the background that determined it by
focusing on the relationship of Hashiba Hideyoshi and Tokugawa leyasu during the
period from the sixth month of Tenshé 10 (1582) to the seventh month of Tensho
12 (1584).

As a result of this study, following four points have been clarified. First, follow-
ing the assassination of Nobunaga in the Honngji Incident of the sixth month of
Tensho 10, Hideyoshi and Ieyasu cooperated in response to the actions of the
Hojo, and Hideyoshi made no plan to attack the Tokugawa prior to the opening of
hostilities at the Battle of Komaki. Second, after the winter of Tensho 10,
Hideyoshi attempted to implement a sobusi, general truce, involving leyasu by re-
viving the truce between the Hoj6 and anti-Hoj6 forces that had been instituted by
Oda Nobunaga as a way to check the expansion of the H@jé. Third, despite
Hideyoshi's attempt at instituting a general truce, the struggle between the Hojo
and anti-HGjo forces continued and as a result the opportunity for intervention by
the Tokugawa forces in Kanto arose. Fourth, Ieyasu initiated hostilities against
Hideyoshi on the basis of these circumstances and the inducement of Oda Nobu-
katsu.
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