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The Right-Wing Republicans and the MacArthur-for-Presidency
by
IcucHr Haruo

This article examines the political movement among the right-wing Republicans
to seek for Douglas MacArthur’s nomination as the Republican Presidential candi-
date in 1944 and 1948.These right-wing Republicans became a minority within
their own party during the Great Depression and needed a significant figure to ral-
ly around as a leader of their cause. Senator Robert Taft was their general prefer-
ence but after losing his bid to secure nomination in the 1940 Republican conven-
tion, Taft chose to seek reelection in the 1944 Senatorial race. Therefore, the
right-wing Republicans, many of them former America First supporters or sym-
pathizers, focused their attention on a war hero in the Pacific, Douglas MacAr-
thur. During the Republican Presidential nomination race of 1943-1944 and 1947-
1948, the right-wing Republicans and MacArthur used each other to advance their
causes; the former needed the latter to boost their political weight within the
internationalist-dominated Republican party and the latter needed the former for
maintaining a political clout in the pursuit of American war in the Pacific and after-
wards the occupation of Japan. Using previously untapped primary sources in the
Bonner Fellers Papers deposited at the MacArthur Memorial Library and the
Hoover Institute Archives, this article shows the importance of the personal ties
between MacArthur and Fellers in their relations to Dwight Eisenhower and the
movement among the right-wing Republicans to push for MacArthur’s Republican
presidential nomination. Fellers acted as the major link between MacArthur and
those right-wing Republicans on the home front who supported MacArthur. This
article shows that the movement within the Republican party to possibly pursue
the MacArthur option in 1948 began shortly after the German surrender. In ex-
amining the postwar MacArthur-for-President movement, this article shows that
MacArthur was from the start not actively seeking the nomination and was willing
to accept Republican presidential nomination only if the Republican convention
turned to him as their candidate. MacArthur revealed that stance shortly after the
occupation of Japan, much earlier than the previous works have indicated. Fellers’s
contacts with Carroll Reece, who in 1946 became the Republican National Com-
mittee chairman, are crucial in understanding this point. Furthermore, the long
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friendship between these two men and Reece’s enthusiasm for MacArthur are also
very important in understanding and examining the MacArthur-for-President
movement. This article also reviews the letters between MacArthur and Robert
Wood, the leading figure in the MacArthur-for-President movement. Previous
works have tended to overlook the fact that Wood emphasized the fact that
MacArthur was their choice in case of a deadlock among Republicans and that
Wood and the right-wing Republicans tended to prefer Taft as their first choice.
While MacArthur probably desired privately to be the U.S. President, he was
very realistic about priorities as a professional soldier in America’s frontier in the
Pacific.
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