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the civilian sector.

The Transformation of Arguments on War Experience
and “Liberal Artsism”: Postwar History of the Reception
of Wadatsumi no koe, Accounts of Fallen Japanese College Students

by
FUKUMA Yoshiaki

This paper analyzes the transformation of public opinion on war experiences by
examining how Kike Wadatsumi no koe (Listen to the Voice of the Sea God), a col-
lection of essays left by the Japanese college-student soldiers who were killed in
the war, has been received in postwar Japan.

The Press Department of Tokyo University Cooperative (Toudai Kumiai Shup-
panbu) published Kike Wadatsumi no koe in December 1949. It became a best sel-
ler in the following year. Moreover, it continued to be widely read, and regarded
as a classic of writings on the Pacific-War experience. But, why were Japanese in
general deeply impressed by the essays of an elite such as these college students?

This collection of essays attained the status of “classic” in the 1980’s, not at the
beginning of post-war era. A new edition was republished in 1959 as one of the
Kappa Books, a series of popular paperbacks published by Koubunsha. Then in
1982 an Iwanami Pocketbooks (Iwanami Bunko) edition of the book was published.
A transformation in public opinion regarding Kike Wadatsumi no koe emerged, and
the connection between narratives about war and intellectual culture (Ryouyou)
could be visible.

Iwanami Pocketbooks is a series of international classics. The works were the
key media of “liberal artsism” (kyouyou shugi) of prewar and postwar Japan. The
series includes many classics written by great philosophers such as Socrates, Pla-
to, Descartes, Kant, and Kitarou Nishida. Why then were the writings of college
students who had not even completed their studies included in such a series?

On the one hand, when Kike Wadatsumi no koe was first published in 1949,
some people criticized the writings of the fallen students from the viewpoint of
“liberal artsism.” Older intellectuals, who had experienced the liberalism or Marx-
ism of the Taishou era in their youth, felt that the writings of students were lack-
ing in terms of intellectual culture of the liberal arts (kyouyou). The essays of the
college-student soldiers, who had received a higher education during the period
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when the militarists suppressed “liberal artsism”, were seen as not sufficiently in-
tellectual.

We must also examine the case of the destruction of the statue of Wadatsumi in
1969. The statue was put up on the campus of Ritsumeikan University in 1953 in
commemoration of the publishing Kike Wadatsumi no koe. A general assembly for
the Fusen no Chikai (Anti-war Oath) was held in front of the statue every year.
Not only the student body but also the professors and the president of the uni-
versity took part in the meeting. But, in May 1969, the students who belonged to
Zenkyoutou (All Student Struggle Committee) destroyed the statue of Wadatsumi,
which had served as an ‘anti-war’ symbol. They destroyed the statue not only out
of hatred of the narrative of the war created by an older generation of fallen
students but also due to their hostility to the liberal arts, which was also symbol-
ized by the statue of Wadatsumi. This was the beginning of the steep decline of
“liberal artsism” and the period during which the norm of it faded away among col-
lege students.

Arguing from this standpoint and based on these observations, this paper con-
siders postwar history in terms of the reception of Kike Wadatsumi no koe and the
Wadatsumikai, a society founded at the time of the publication of the book.
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