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The Relationship between the Toshiyori and Chédas
in the Administration in Kyoto
in the Early and Middle Stages of the Early Modern Era

by
Maxk1 Tomohiro

In this study I analyze the relationship between the toshiyori, literally elders,
and chédai, town or neighborhood representatives, which were two types of offi-
cials in Kyoto during the early modern era. The administration of Kyoto, which
was divided into six general districts, socho, e.g. Kamigyo and Shimogys, was con-
ducted in the early modern era by the government offices in Kyoto (the shoshidai,
the shogunal deputy, or the Kyoto machibugyosho, magistrate) working through
the sdchd, chogumi town associations, and chd, multi-level administrative jurisdic-
tions that were at the same time multi-level self-governing organizations.

The chodai was established by the shoshidai to carry out administrative affairs
between the government and the people in the early stages of the early modern
era. The chodai in Shimogyd was formed out of the organization of the s6chd, but
was gradually linked with chogumi as in Kamigy®6.

Thereafter, the administration of the Kyoto machibugydsho was conducted in
the following manner, from Kyoto machibugy6sho, to the chodai, the chd, and
down to the residents.

On the other hand, in the early stage of the early modern era, the toshiyori,
who represented the self-governing multi-level organizations of séché-chogumi-
chd, were directly linked to the Kyoto machibugyd in order to secure relief in case
of food shortages. But, due to the administrative reform in the middle stage of the
early modern era during which a link with the chd was sought, the Kyoto
machibugy® began to regard the chédai as increasingly important.

As a result of this policy, the framework of sochd lost the roles of both adminis-
trative districts and the self-governing organizations, and the clash during the lat-
ter stage of the early modern era between toshiyori and chodai was concentrated
within the framework of the chogumi.
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