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The Travel and Surveying for the Preparation of Maps in East Asia
by Japanese Army Officers during the 1880s

by
KoBAYASHI Shigeru, WATANABE Rie and YAMACHIKA Kumiko

After the Meiji Restoration in 1868, the Japanese military started the prepara-
tion of maps of East Asian countries, focusing on the Korean Peninsula and China.
The Sokuryo chizu hyakunen-shi (A Hundred Years of Surveying and Map-making),
an authoritative history of the modern cartography of Japan published in 1970,
gives a brief account of the maps that were compiled after 1874 on the basis of
traditional Korean and Chinese maps in combination with modern charts made by
Western countries. However, this account is followed by a description of a war-
time survey by the Rinji Sokuzu-bu (the Provisional Surveying Unit) during the
Sino-Japanese War (1894-5), which implies it was the first survey conducted in
foreign countries. A remarkable gap between the map compilation of early stage
and wartime surveying in the middle of the 1890s is seen in this narrative.

Examining the maps of the Geography and Map Division of the Library of Con-
gress, Washington, D.C. in March 2008, the authors found numerous draft maps
of the areas concerned, which had been prepared by Japanese army officers during
the 1880s. Following this discovery, the authors made a thorough investigation of
these maps along with a study of the records on the travel and surveying of the
army officers. The purposes of this paper are to provide an outline of the army
officers’ activities and to ascertain the important features of the maps.

After the establishment of the General Staff Office in December, 1878, several
Japanese army officers launched a survey of the main routes in the coastal provin-
ces of China. They took bearings with compasses and measured distances by
pace, and the results were recorded on plotting paper. Most of the draft maps are
middle scale (1:100,000 or 1:200,000) and describe roads and waterways that
connect central places. We were able to confirm that some officers carried safe-
conduct passes (F F#) issued by the Chinese authorities. A high-ranking officer
wrote in an article contributed to The Reporis of the Tokyo Geographical Society
that Chinese soldiers dispatched by a provincial office escorted him from Mukden
(Shenyang) to Liaoyang.

An additional clause to the Japan-Korea Amity Treaty (Kanghwa Treaty), con-
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cluded after the Soldiers’ Riot in 1882, made it possible for Japanese army officers
to travel throughout Korean territory, most of which had been closed to fore-
igners. Under the escort of Korean officials, they made field trips on the courses
stated in the safe-conduct passes issued by the Korean authorities, and produced
similar draft maps to those made of China.

Just before the start of the Sino-Japanese War, these draft maps were compiled
into a collection of 131 sheets on a 1:200,000 scale, covering areas from Korea to
the environs of Peking. However, the longitude and latitude and the coastline
shown in them were derived from foreign sources, especially nautical charts made
by Western countries. Blank space between the main routes prevails in most
sheets. These maps that show little more than the routes between major places,
accordingly, had limited use on the battlefields of the Sino-Japanese War and sup-
plementary maps were prepared to compensate for their weaknesses.

On the Appearance of Taishan Niangniang:
Rethinking the Origin of Bixia Yuanjun and the Growing Popularity
of Her Cult during the Ming Dynasty

by
IsHiNO Kazuharu

Bixia Yuanjun (the Primordial Sovereign of Azure Cloud) was one of the most
popular deities in late imperial China. Her temple on the summit of Mount Tai
attracted a large number of pilgrims. This goddess has long been a topic of special
interest to scholars of history and religion in China, but recent studies have mainly
focused on sources from the 17th century onward, and little attention has been
given to those from the 16th century and earlier. For that reason, some previous
works have taken the claims of sources compiled during late-Ming period as his-
torical fact, and uncritically accepted the theory that this deity appeared as the
daughter of the God of Mount Tai during the Song Dynasty. Therefore the ques-
tions of the nature of Bixia Yuanjun and when her cult became popular remain un-
settled.

The central purpose of this study is to review all the source materials written
about Bixia Yuanjun before the late-Ming period and to explore the origin of Bixia
Yuanjun. Secondary purposes are to grasp late-Ming literati perceptions of Bixia
Yuanjun and demonstrate the gap between the Bixia Yuanjun of written historical
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