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The Turning Point in the Role of the Todaiji Daikanjin
by
KoHARA Yoshiki

This article elucidates the changes in the circumstances of the zoeiryogoku & &
#} E (provinces supporting building and maintenance) and the Daikanjin %) 3
(the officer in charge of “the great campaign” to support the temple) through an
analysis of role of the Todaiji B & % Daikanjin Ensho. FJ B8 An historical prere-
quisite for Enshd’s appearance as Daikanjin was the fact of the abbot Joshin’s SE#i
control of the zoeiryogoku, which was the impetus for the temple community to
first become conscious of the wealth that might be obtained from the supporting
provinces. Appointed to the office of Daikanjin, Enshé bore these expectations of
the temple (jike T %) and he altered the principle that returns from the support-
ing provinces were to be used for temple operations and building, and instead not
only built up a system in which the annual “rice” tax would be constantly allotted
to the cost of repairs, but also began the practice of distributing it to the temple
and individual monks themselves. If compared with the prior operation of the
Daikanjin, these actions can be termed a major turning point in its basic character.
Nevertheless, Enshd’s policy of supporting ninpd A ¥E of Todaiji contains aspects
that are undoubtedly related to the abbot Joshin. In other words, the groundbreak-
ing quality of the Daikanjin Ensho appeared as a result of their unique connection
with Joshin. The trend of having the wealth of the supporting provinces returned
directly to the temple became standard practice in the latter half of the 13th cen-
tury. However, profound splits among the monks began to brew within the temple
as a result. The appearance of famous monks who lived in Kanto BB 11+ %818
as Daikanjin was a result of the discord and chaos within the temple.
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