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Scholar Monks and Buddhism during Latter Stage of Khitan (Liao)
Dynasty : As Seen through the Example of Xianyan

by
Funwara Takato

The “Stele from the Tomb of Xianyan” i 2%, which was discovered on the
northern outskirts of the town of Lindong #F 34K at Balin Zuoqi E2#%/£ 1 in Inner
Mongolia in 1986, records the achievements of Xianyan f#i#, a scholar monk who
was active in the court of Daozong of the Khitan (Liao). The value of this stele is
particularly high given the paucity of historical source materials concerning scholar
monks throughout the Khitan period, but despite this fact, it has not been studied
in depth. Thus in this article I have examined the circumstance of scholar monks
in the late Khitan through an analysis of the “Stele from the Tomb of Xianyan.”

Xianyan was summoned to the residential encampment 75 & # of Daozong in
the summer and winter each year, and was named chief lecturer of both the
Shangjing Kailongsi -5 BA#E5% and Huanglongfu prefecture. Huanglonfu was situ-
ated in the valley of the Huntongjiang & [FlVL along the route from the winter en-
campment, known as the Ousidian #E4#UE, to the spring encampment. The title of
chief lecturer of Huanglongfu indicates that Xainyan would accompany Daozong in
his move from the winter to the spring encampment as was nomadic custom. The
fact that Xianyan had the dual appointment of chief lecturer at both Shangjing
Kailongsi and Huanglongfu indicates the special relationship of the scholar monk to
the ruling class in the nomadic state that maintained an itinerant lifestyle
throughout the year.

For the Khitan, the winter and summer periods when government ministers
would gather to debate and make decisions at the nabo ¥%$k, the site of the royal
pavilion, were particularly important. Daozong would summon scholar monks to
the nabo in the summer encampment, the monks would then discuss the Buddhist
dharma, and Daozong would recognize their scholarship, select their doctrinal
positions to be published and disseminated, thus indicating the unified character of
political authority and the dharma. For the scholar monks who had been invited
this was an opportunity to display the fruits of their accumulated learning before
Daozong and win the glory of having their works published under the authority of
the state.

(879)



Next, 1 address the correspondence of Uicheon (Yitian) 3% K from Goryeo
(Gaoli) that is included in the Taegak kuksa munjip (Dajueguoshi waiji) K E [E
H44£ make clear the historical fact of the existence of a work by Xianyan that was
presented by the Khitan bureaucrat Yelusigi S % BB % to Uicheon. Before the
works of Xianyan were widely circulated in the Khitan state, Uicheon obtained this
work and published it in Goryeo. Uicheon presented the printed book to the Khi-
tan court, and it was then published as the work of Xianyan by the state publishing
facilities (Yanjing Hongfasi yinjingyuan #& I 54 3 3 FI#E K2) on the order of
Daozong, and that printed version was presented to Uicheon by Yelusigi.
Xianyan’s work traveled from Khitan to Goryeo, and then from Goryeo to Khitan
and back again to Goryeo from Khitan. This form of the circulation of Buddhist
scripture between the two states of Khitan and Goryeo has not previously been
recognized. The style of the circulation of Xianyan's work indicates the multifa-
ceted form of the exchange of Buddhist culture between Khitan and Goryeo at this
time and permits us to reconsider the role of Uicheon in that exchange.

The Meaning of the Anti-Reform Activities in the 24th Year
of the Guangxu Era

by
YAOTANI Akiyoshi

The aim of this paper is to provide a new perspective on the meaning of conflict
between the old and new factions during the 25% Wuxu JXJX, year of the era by
analyzing the claims and activities of Hunan i 5 conservatives in the 24™ year of
the Guangxu J&#& era (1898). Intellectuals who took part in the Wuxu reform
movement formed their own political argument distinct from that of the gov-
ernment. Furthermore, they sought political participation in order to implement
their goals. Attacks on such reformers were delivered not only from within the
government but also from lower and middle-class scholars outside the seats of au-
thority. Opinions of the scholars appear to have been divided at the time. The
split was between the reformers who viewed the will of the government in relati-
vistic terms and the conservatives who clung tenaciously to its authority, identify-
ing with it The fiercest struggle between the old and new factions, with the ex-
ception of the Beijing dt I% area, arose in Hunan province where the split was
clear, and the Hunan conservatives sought to maintain their sense of unity with
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