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Research on the Medieval Documents concerning the
Act of “Confining a Name” (Na o Komeru)

by
HAGIHARA Daisuke

Although religious violence was a characteristic of medieval Buddhism, the
amount of research devoted to the topic has been rather sparse despite recogni-
tion of its importance. This study attempts to clarify the special character of re-
ligious violence in the temples of medieval Yamato by preparing a printed text of a
portion of a group of extant documents of Hoshu-in EFkFE (Items 27-46 bundled
together in Box 7).

The nineteen items on 22 sheets of paper are a group of paper slips  that
were produced to appeal to Shukongdshin (Sk. Vajrapani) of Hokkedd at Todaiji
for religious sanctions against those who had committed some sort of transgres-
sion. The sheets can be divided into three types: type A that have no indication of
either the date or issuer; type B that are dated but the issuer is not recorded; and
type C that have both the date and issuer recorded. In temple society of medieval
of Yamato, “confining a name” (romyd #&44) and cursing (juso WM or chobuku
{K) were thought to have been completely different types of religious sanctions,
but in each type of sanction was accompanied by the act of “confining a name”.

Types A and B can be described as a “name-confinement slip” #4 4L and type
C as a “curse slip” ##1K4L. The monks of the Hokkeds at Todaiji would write the
name of the object of the sanctions (creating s name-confinement slip) on a rectan-
gular slip of paper 10 centimeters square, place it “in confinement” before
Shukongoshin, and then receive the determination that the named parties were
enemies of the temple (implementing the name confinement). If the required
actions were not carried out within the fixed period of “name confinement”, a new
curse slip would be created and it would be “confined” before the deity and the
more severe sanction of a curse would be applied. Cursing of a name was a com-
mon practice in medieval Buddhism, but the special characteristic of medieval
Yamato temples was the existence of the sanction of “confining a name” that
guaranteed the lifting of the determination of one being an enemy of the temple by
removing the name, as the first stage of religious violence, and furthermore this
sanction can be clearly located within the reform of the system of “temple law”.
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