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Assimilation and Alienation:
The Yao-Zhuang 3% of Guangxi Province during
the Ming Period and the Cen ' Family the Chieftain Official

by

YAMAZAXKI Takeshi

During Ming and Qing times, there lived a group of people called Yao-
Zhuang ¥%%E, also known as the Yao and Zhuang, in the mountain districts of the
Huanan area. They were sometimes taken by the government officials as
barbarous aliens, who threatened the social stability of the region, but at the
same time they had quite close relationships with Han society, living as peasant-
workers for Han land owners. In contrast there was another group of people
called Tu-ren -\, the people of the land or natives, whose communities were
spread through the counties and prefectures of western Guangxi Province.
Speaking a language belonging to the Tai-Kadai family and ruled by local
chieftains, called tuguan +'E or tusi 1], who were granted the right to inherit
certain official titles by the central government, the Tu-ren were regarded as a
specific ethnic group that differed from both the Han and the Yao-Zhuang. On
the other hand, the Lang J& people, who were organized as soldiers under the
tuguan, were very similar to the Yao-Zhuang and virtually identical to the Tu-
ren. As is demonstrated in this article, the complex relationships among
ambiguously delineated and overlapping ethnic groups such as the Yao, Zhuang,
Han, Tu and Lang, were much more complicated than the simplified ethnic
demarcations of today would suggest.

South African Coloured Identity in the 1920s and 1930s
by
HoriucHr Takayuki

In South Africa, the word “Coloured” refers to indigenous people,
emancipated slaves, and “mixed” inhabitants in and around Cape Town, while in
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other countries it is a general term used for the black population. This article
explores the South African Coloured identity in the 1920s and 1930s.

In nineteenth-century Cape Colony, the British opposed the Dutch in
cooperation with non-Europeans, who, in turn, acquired electoral votes by
collaborating with the British. However, the non-Europeans faced more
discrimination in the late nineteenth century, when the Europeans became
more culturally integrated. In response to such racism, black elites in and
around Cape Town founded the African Political Organization in 1902. Even
after the unification of South Africa in 1910, the APO continued to support the
British parties with the aim of defending their political rights. Furthermore,
they called themselves “Coloureds,” and emphasized that they were superior to
the “natives” because they were racially closer to the British (in the first two
decades of the twentieth century many of them hoped to “pass for white”).

In 1931, under the economic and political oppression by the Afrikaner
nationalist government, the Coloured elites established the Coloured-European
Council along with the anti-Afrikaner British intellectuals in Cape Town.
Confronted with the problem of assimilation, these elites tried to construct their
identity by narrating their own history. A historical pageant to commemorate
the centenary of the emancipation was led by Reverend Francis Gow in 1935; a
history textbook was written in 1936 by Dorothy Hendricks and Christian
Viljoen for Coloured training colleges; and Christian Ziervogel wrote Brown
South Africa (1938), the first self-narrative of Coloured history. In the face of
government persecution, it became more important for them to assert that they
had much in common with white people.

Two British liberal historians played a vital role in this regard: William
Miller MacMillan, professor of the University of Witwatersrand and chairman
of the European-African Council in Johannesburg, sister organization of the
Coloured-European Council, and Johannes Stephanus Marais, who lectured at
the University of Cape Town and participated in the Coloured-European
Council. They argued that Coloured people were civilized and therefore
superior to Africans, MacMillan's The Cape Colour Question (1927) and Marai’s
The Cape Coloured People 1652-1937 (1939) exerted great influence on
contemporary and future historical narratives.
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